
 

July 16, 2018 

Dear Representatives: 

 

As business leaders, elected officials, and key stakeholders who depend on clean coasts for our 

livelihoods and way of life, we urge you to vote YES on amendments to the Interior Department 

funding bill to stop new offshore drilling. You have the opportunity to protect our coast against 

dangerous drilling activities and stand with your constituents on this issue. 

These key bipartisan amendments would protect American citizens from the Administration’s 

plans to expand dirty offshore drilling to new areas. Offshore drilling could swiftly and 

permanently damage coastal resources that millions of Americans depend on. The Atlantic, 

Pacific, and Gulf coast of Florida support over 2.6 million jobs and generate roughly $180 billion 

in GDP, mainly through tourism, fishing, and recreation. These clean ocean industries provide 

steady jobs and income year after year, but only so long as beaches and coastal waters remain 

healthy and oil spill free. 

The threat of another catastrophic spill like the 1969 Santa Barbara blowout or the 2010 BP 

Deepwater Horizon tragedy is too great to risk our thriving coastal economies and healthy ocean 

resources. Oil spills have far reaching consequences, including enormous economic losses, 

human health impacts and disturbing effects on marine ecosystems. Damage to Gulf fisheries 

from the BP disaster alone could total $8.7 billion by 2020, and spreading slicks cost the Gulf 

coast roughly 10 million user-days of beach, fishing, and boating activity. Our coastal 

communities cannot afford the devastation that comes along with inevitable oil spills.   

The development of offshore drilling requires heavy industrialization along the coast in order to 

move, pump, and process oil from offshore rigs. Not only are these pipelines leaky, but also the 

addition of large scale oil refineries would dramatically alter the character of our coasts – 

transforming our beach towns into places scattered with drilling infrastructure and forever 

changed.   

The time is now to take a stand against the Administration’s reckless expansion of offshore 

drilling. We urge you to vote YES on bipartisan amendments to the Interior Department 

Appropriations bill to block new offshore drilling and protect public waters. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carissa Abdul-Malik 

Owner 

M2 Boutique LLC 

Concord, NC 

 

Ethan Andersen 

Communications Director 

Princeton Strategic Communications 

Jersey City, NJ 

 



Regina Asmutis-Silvia 

Executive Director 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation, 

Plymouth, MA 

 

Rick Baumann 

Founder and General Manager 

Murrells Inlet Seafood 

Murrells Inlet, SC 

 

Ted Becker 

Mayor 

Municipal Government 

Lewes, DE 

 

Justin Bloom 

Executive Director 

Suncoast Waterkeeper 

Sarasota, FL 

 

Sandra Bundy 

Broker-in-Charge 

B&P, Inc. 

Murrells Inlet, SC 

 

Judith Butler 

Chair, Board of Directors 

Delaware Pacem in Terris 

Wilmington, DE 

 

Joanne Cabry 

Chair 

Progressive Democrats of Sussex County 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 

 

Madlyn Carder 

Owner 

BJ's On The Water 

Berlin, MD 

 

Kevin Carouge 

Board Member 

Fenwick Island Society of Homeowners 

Fenwick Island, DE 

 

Tracie Cicchitti 

Director 

Cape May Whale Watch and Research 

Center 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Norris Clark 

Chairman 

Cape May Forum 

Lower Township, NJ 

 

Vicki Clark 

President 

Cape May County Chamber of 

Commerce 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Vicki Clark 

President 

Business Alliance for Protecting the 

Atlantic Coast 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Michael Conlee 

Co-Owner  

Urban Kai SUP  

Tampa, FL 

 

C Barton Decker 

President 

Hatteras Island Surf & Sailing Rentals 

Inc. 

Waves, NC 

 

Geddes Dowling 

General Partner 

GG Dowling Family Partnership 

Beaufort, SC 

 

Mark Ferrulo 

Executive Director 

Progress Florida 

Saint Petersburg, FL 

 

 



Jonathan Floyd  

Broker in Charge/Owner 

Twin Oaks Enterprises, Inc. 

Surfside Beach, SC 

 

Christine Frick 

Treasurer 

Delaware Pacem in Terris  

Wilmington, DE 

 

Medard Gabel 

Executive Director 

Delaware Pacemin Terris 

Wilmington, DE 

 

Bill Gambrell 

President 

Right Coast Foods; T/A Tautogs 

Restaurant 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 

Tim Goodwin 

Mayor  

City of Folly Beach 

Folly Beach, SC 

 

Barbara Gruetzmann 

Manager 

Cape Sea Excursions 

Wildwood, NJ 

 

Jason Gulshen 

General Manager 

Holiday Inn Oceanfront 

Ocean City, MD 

 

Diane Hanson 

Former Mayor 

Town of Dewey Beach 

Dewey Beach, DE 

 

Marilyn Hatley 

Mayor 

City of North Myrtle Beach 

North Myrtle Beach, SC 

 

Diane Hoskins 

Campaign Director, Offshore Drilling 

Oceana 

Washington, DC 

 

Olivier Jouffrault  

Founder and Owner 

One Stop I.T. 

Savannah, GA 

 

Jennifer Kennedy 

Executive Director 

Blue Ocean Society for Marine 

Conservation 

Portsmouth, NH 

 

Billy Keyserling 

Mayor 

City in Beaufort, SC 

Beaufort, SC 

 

Zack Klyver 

Lead Guide 

Bar Harbor Whale watch  

Bar Harbor, ME 

 

Frank Knapp 

President and CEO 

South Carolina Small Business Chamber 

of Commerce 

Columbia, SC 

 

Paul Kuhns 

Mayor 

City of Rehoboth Beach 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 

 

David Kyler 

Executive Director 

Center for a Sustainable Coast 

Saint Simons Island, GA 

 

Melissa Laurino 

Research Director 
Cape May Whale Watch and Research Center 
Villas, NJ 

 



Clarence Lear 

Mayor 

City of Cape May 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Doris Lin 

Owner 

Law Offices of Doris Lin, Esq. 

Freehold, NJ 

 

Evelyn Lovitz 

Cape May Environmental Commission 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Heather Lowe 

Marketing Manager  

The Dough Roller  

Ocean City, MD 

 

Patrick Mason 

Co-Founder 

Carolinaliving.com 

Columbia, SC 

 

James N. Mathias Jr. 

Senator 

MD State Senator, District 38 

Ocean City, MD 

 

Kelly McMullen 

Clinical Director 

The Delmarva Free School 

Berlin, MD 

 

Dave Meyler 

Owner 

BOGA 

San Clemente, CA 

 

Johnny Miller 

Mayor 

City of Fernandina Beach 

Fernandina Beach, FL 

 

 

Susie Miller 

Tourism Coordinator 

Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber 

Fenwick Island, DE 

 

Robert Morgan 

City Councilmember 

City of Lewes 

Lewes, DE 

 

Alice Morrisey 

Team Leader 

Don't Drill Lowcountry 

Sullivans Island, SC 

 

Betsy Nicholas 

Executive Director 

Waterkeepers Chesapeake 

Takoma Park, MD 

 

Joelle Novey 

Director 

Interfaith Power & Light (MD, DC, 

NoVA) 

Washington, DC 

 

Katherine O'Dea 

Executive Director 

Save Our Shores 

Santa Cruz, CA 

 

Blair Perkins 

President  

Shearwater Excursions Inc 

Nantucket, MA 

 

Carolinn Pocher Woody 

Principal Creative 

CPW Creative Communications 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Melanie Pursel 

CEO 

Greater Ocean City Chamber of 

Commerce 

Ocean City, MD 



 

Martha Redmond 

President 

LWVSCDE 

Millville, DE 

 

Barry Reichart 

Owner 

Bourbon Street on the Beach  

Ocean City, MD 

 

Matt Remuzzi 

Captain 

Cape May Whale Watch & Research 

Center 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Kevin Rice 

Board of Directors Member  

Fripp Island Audubon Club 

Fripp Island, SC 

 

Jenifer Rideout 

Owner and Innkeeper 

Mill Street Inn Bed and Breakfast 

Cambridge, MD 

 

Jodi Rose 

Executive Director 

Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 

Annapolis, MD 

 

Joseph Selph 

President 

Cripple Creek Homeowners Association 

Milton, DE 

 

Gianna Severini  

Employee 

The Starlight Fleet 

Hewitt, NJ 

 

Jim Sheehan 

Broker 
Berkshire Hathaway Fox & Roach Realtors 

Haddonfield, NJ 

 

Ted Smith 

Director of Operations 

Holiday Real Estate 

Ocean City, MD 

 

Chris Smith 

Manager 

Ed Smith Real Estate and School 

Ocean City, MD 

 

Pete Stauffer 

Environmental Director 

Surfrider Foundation 

San Clemente, CA 

 

Robert Steenrod 

Proprietor 

Billmae Cottage LLC 

Cape May, NJ 

 

Steven Taylor 

CEO 

Ayers Creek Adventures 

Berlin, MD 

 

Aaron Thomas 

CFO 

CGT Kayaks 

Bonita Springs, FL 

 

Charles Tomlin 

CEO 

Awesome Remodeling and Home 

Maintenance 

Kill Devil Hills, NC 

 

Beverly Trapp 

Director, Events 

Greater Wildwoods Tourism Authority 

Wildwood, PA 

 

Tommy Vach 

President 

Voxpop Marketing Systems 

Berlin, MD 



 

Tracey Waite 

President 

Harford County Climate Action 

Bel Air, MD 

 

Billy Weiland 

Communications Director 

Assateague Coastal Trust 

Ocean City, MD 

 

Joseph Wilson 

Associate Broker 

Condominium Realty LTD 

Ocean City, MD 

 

 


