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March 29, 2018

Mr. Phil Anderson, Chair

Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101
Portland, OR 97220-1384

RE: Agenda Item F.3 Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) and Rockfish Conservation Area
(RCA)

Dear Chair Anderson and Council Members:

We, the undersigned Southern California businesses and organizations, are writing in
support of protecting living seafloor in the federal waters off Southern California to
support sustainable fisheries and a healthy ocean ecosystem. The Southern California
Bight—extending from Point Conception, California to the U.S./Mexico border—hosts a
spectacular and diverse array of seafloor habitats, including ancient, slow-growing
corals, sponges, rocky reefs, seamounts, methane seeps, submerged islands, and
underwater canyons. Complex seafloor geology and living structures provide areas of
shelter, feeding, and breeding for dozens of commercially and recreationally important
fish species, and are the foundation for a diverse deep sea ecosystem.

Scientists are still discovering new species of corals and sponges here, some of which
can live to be hundreds or even thousands of years old. Vibrant, cold-water habitats like
these are susceptible to disturbance from bottom trawl fishing gear, which causes the
greatest impact to seafloor habitats among all fishing gears in use off the U.S. West
Coast. Based on available data on fishing effort, bottom trawling off Southern California
is limited to a few nearshore areas; under current regulations, however, much of the
Southern California Bight seafloor is at risk of damage caused by bottom trawling.
Expansion of bottom trawling in the Southern California Bight beyond the nearshore
areas where it currently takes place could have significant and long-lasting negative
impacts. This region remains poorly documented, making it critical to protect the living
seafloor from potential fishing-induced damage now while we still have the chance to
better understand this area.

We ask that you continue your track record of precautionary management by
designating all un-trawled areas south of Point Conception as an Essential Fish Habitat
Conservation Area closed to bottom-trawling, as embodied in the Oceana/Natural
Resources Defense Council/Ocean Conservancy alternative for this area. We also urge
you to ensure that your action results in a net increase in the protection of sensitive
habitats throughout U.S. West Coast ocean waters for the benefit of our sustainable
fisheries, ocean ecosystems and coastal communities.

Sincerely,

We the undersigned



Leonard Arkinstall
Executive Director

Los Cerritos Wetlands
Stewards

Long Beach, California

JD Bergeron

Executive Director
International Bird Rescue
San Pedro, California

Patrick Brazell

Gems Seafood
Manager

Los AngelesCalifornia

lan Chang
Maintenance Manager
Marina Sailing
Oxnard, California

Victor Dahan
President

Jeans.com

South Gate, California

Julie Finley

Partner

Starr Finley LLP

San Francisco, California

Elihu Gevirtz
Operations Manager/Senior
Ecologist

Channel Islands Restoration

Santa Barbara, California

Dina Ayala

Boca Del Rio

Manager

Los Angeles, California

Tom Boyd

Underwater Cinematographer

Tom Boyd Images
North Hollywood, California

Bruce Cahill

CEO

REMY Bioscience
Irvine, California

Jake Choi

Tenno Sushi

Manager

Los Angeles, California

Nancy Dahan
Attorney

Brown Dahan
Irvine, California

Shara Fisler

Executive Director
Ocean Discovery Institute
Cardiff, California

Alfredo Gracia
Mariscos El Jato
Manager

Los Angeles, California

Maddalena Bearzi
President

Ocean Conservation Society

Marina Del Rey, California

Patrick Brazell

El 7 Mares

Manager

Los Angeles, California

Paul Chan

Crab House Trading
Operations

Los Angeles, California

Carlos Cortes

Mariscos Cuyutlan Colima
Owner

Los Angeles, California

William DeLuna

Owner

Pacific Marine Charters
Hemet, California

John Flaherty

Owner

Central Coast Outdoors
Los Osos, California

Marce Gutiérrez-Graudin$
Founder / Director

Azul

Daly City, California



Tova Handelman

Coastal Resources Coordinator
Heal the Bay

Santa Monica, California

Daniel Jacobson
Legislative Director
Environment California
Sacramento, California

Linda Krop

Chief Counsel

Environmental Defense Center
Santa BarbaraCalifornia

Ray Magana

Owner

Tumbleweed Charters
California

Michael A Michael A.
President

Southwest Wetlands
Interpretive Assn.

Imperial Beach, California

Patsee Ober

Proprietor

Ober Reef Photography
Laguna Beach, California

Nicole Portley

Marine Campaigner
Pacific Environment

San Francisco, California

Kevin Harun

Arct Program Director
Pacific Environment

San Francisco, California

Poppy Jamie

Co founder

Pop and suki

Los Angeles, California

Dawn Lamb

Sole Proprietor

Seas the Day-On a Quest
Adventures

San Clemente, California

Prasoet Mahajitsattaya
Ocha Classic Restaurant
Manager

Los Angeles, California

Craig Miller

Lifeguard Captain and Member
Solana Beach Lifeguard
Association

Solana Beach, California

Matt O'Malley

Legal & Policy Director
San Diego Coastkeeper
San Diego, California

Jessica Pratt

Board Member

Orange County Society for
Conservation Biology
Irvine, California

Roosevelt Hernandez
FoodCourt LLC

Owner

Los Angeles, California

Gabrielle Knable

CEO

ADM LLC

Los Angeles, California

Kimberly Lancaster
Captain

Cee Ray Dive Boat
Long Beach, California

Ken Manzoni
CEO
Premiere Yacht Charters

Rancho Santa Fe, California

Garth Murphy

President and CEO
Encinitas Arts Culture and
Ecology Alliance
Encinitas, California

Zachary Plopper
Conservation Director
WILDCOAST

Imperial Beach, California

Earl Richmond
Executive Director
Our World of Oceans
Solvang, California



Fred Sandquist

President

Batiquitos Lagoon Foundation
Carlsbad, California

Dan Silver

Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League
West Hollywood, California

Kim Clark and Tom Persons
Managing Directore and Field
Ecologist

Habitat Works
CalabasasCalifornia

Marc Shargel
Owner

Living Sea Images
Felton, California

James Smith
President

Raptor Dive Charters, inc.

Ventura, California

Ken Shields

Agent

Pacific Union International
Los Angeles, California

Sylvia Targ

Vice President

Ocean Society of Berkeley
Palo Alto, California
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March 29, 2018

Mr. Phil Anderson, Chair
Pacific Fishery Management Council Hea | the Bay
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101

Portland, OR 97220

RE: Agenda Item F.3 EFH and RCA Amendment 28- Final Action
Dear Chair Anderson and Council members:

Thank you for your commitment to protecting Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)—including coral gardens,
sponge beds, rocky reefs, and underwater canyons—off the U.S. West Coast from the adverse effects of
bottom trawling. Protecting EFH is necessary to maintain and increase groundfish populations, support
non-commercial marine life, and drive healthy coastal communities. We, the undersigned organizations
support Alternative 1b, which would yield the greatest benefit for continued productive groundfish
fisheries and advance a precautionary approach to protecting fragile and diverse seafloor habitats. We
also support Alternative 3a to protect deep water habitat within the Excusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

The negative effects of bottom trawling are well documented in scientific literature. Bottom trawls can
topple, crush, and damage slow-growing corals and sponges which provide shelter, nursery and feeding
grounds for commercially important rockfish, lingcod, sablefish, flatfishes, and others. This biogenic
habitat is critical to a healthy and productive ocean ecosystem and sustainable West Coast fisheries. In
particular, we support the protections in Alternative 1b that would prevent expansion of bottom
trawling in the Southern California Bight—waters stretching from Point Conception to the U.S./Mexico
border— until the area can be further researched, protecting pristine seafloor habitats that host high
numbers of important corals and sponges. In addition, Alternative 1b protects a network of newly
discovered bamboo coral forests, Christmas tree corals, sponge beds, methane seeps, and rocky reefs at
important areas like Heceta Bank, Mendocino Ridge, Southern Oregon, and within California’s National
Marine Sanctuaries.



We urge the Council to adopt a precautionary approach not only regarding the designation of new EFH
conservation areas, but also when considering proposed openings of existing EFH conservation areas
and Rockfish Conservation Areas. Re-opening currently protected areas of the seafloor to bottom trawl
fishing should be dependent upon new scientific data showing minimal impacts to EFH. Alternative 1b
incorporates this precautionary approach, while minimizing any potential displaced bottom trawl fishing
from current fishing grounds based on available recent fishing effort data provided by the National
Marine Fisheries Service. We also support the Council’s preliminary preferred Alternative 3a, to protect
all waters deeper than 3,500 meters from bottom trawling in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

Given the current opportunity to make substantial conservation gains in protecting EFH to the benefit of
groundfish fisheries while also increasing overall fishing opportunities, we support Council action to
select Alternative 1b as a final preferred alternative along with Alternative 3a to close deep waters in

the EEZ.
Sincerely,

John Hocevar

Oceans Campaign Director
Greenpeace USA

702 H St. NW, Ste. 300
Washington, DC 20001

Zachary Plopper

Conservation Director
WILDCOAST

925 Seacoast Dr.

Imperial Beach, CA 91932, USA

Scott Thomas

Conservation Special Projects
Sea and Sage Audubon Society
5 Riparian View

Irvine CA 92612

Cindy Walter
Passionfish

701 Lighthouse Ave
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Sarah Abramson Sikich
Vice President

Heal the Bay

1444 9t St

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Kim Delfino

California Program Director
Defenders of Wildlife

980 9t St. #1730
Sacramento, CA 95814

Katherine O'Dea
Executive Director
Save Our Shores

345 Lake Ave, Suite A.
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Bob Wilson

Executive Director

Greater Farallones Association
991 Marine Drive

San Francisco, CA 94129

Susan Jordan, Executive Director
California Coastal Protection Network
2920 Ventura Drive

Santa Barbara, CA 93105
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