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Oceana Finds Seafood Fraud Persists, More
Than 20% of Samples Mislabeled
Oceana Calls on Government to Require Boat-to-Plate
Traceability for All Seafood
WASHINGTON – Today, Oceana released the results of a new seafood fraud investigation, finding
that 1 in every 5 fish tested was mislabeled. The study tested seafood not included under the
existing federal traceability program, showing that seafood fraud continues in the United States.
Oceana collected more than 400 samples from over 250 locations in 24 states and the District of
Columbia.
Last year, the federal government required traceability for seafood at risk of illegal fishing and
seafood fraud. The Seafood Import Monitoring Program currently only applies to 13 types of
imported fish and only traces them from the boat to the U.S. border. Between March and August
2018, Oceana tested popular seafood not covered by this program.
“It’s clear that seafood fraud continues to be a problem in the U.S., and our government needs to
do more to tackle this once and for all,” said Beth Lowell, Oceana’s deputy vice president of U.S.
campaigns. “Seafood fraud ultimately deceives consumers who fall victim to a bait and switch,
disguises conservation and health risks, and hurts honest fishermen and seafood businesses.
Seafood traceability—from boat to plate—is critical to ensure that all seafood sold in the U.S. is
safe, legally caught and honestly labeled.”
A few of the report highlights include:
•
•
•
•
•

One in every 5 of the 449 fish tested (21 percent) were mislabeled.
One out of every 3 establishments visited sold mislabeled seafood.
Seafood was more frequently mislabeled at restaurants (26 percent) and smaller markets
(24 percent) than at larger chain grocery stores (12 percent).
Of the species tested, sea bass and snapper had the highest rates of mislabeling (55 and 42
percent, respectively).
Seafood substitutes identified in this study include:

o
o
o

Imported seafood sold as regional favorites, fooling consumers into thinking their
seafood is locally sourced.
Vulnerable species such as Atlantic halibut sold as more sustainable catch.
Seafood sold with generic names like “sea bass” and “catfish” disguising lowervalue species or masking health and conservation risks.

“After testing nearly 2,000 samples from more than 30 states since we began our investigations
into seafood fraud, it never ceases to astonish me that we continue to uncover troubling levels of
deception in the seafood we feed our families,” said Dr. Kimberly Warner, report author and
senior scientist at Oceana. “For the sake of ours and the ocean’s health, more needs to be done to
tackle this problem.”
To access Oceana’s full report, fact sheet and other materials, visit
usa.oceana.org/SeafoodFraudPersists.
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