
HOPKINS MARINE STATION 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

OCEANVIEW BLVD. TEL: (831) 655-6251 
PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950-3094 FAX: (831) 375-0793 

May 9, 2017 

Dear Members of Congress, 

The undersigned scientists urge you to support the Shark Fin Trade Elimination Act in order to remove 
the United States from the trade in shark fins, improve enforcement of state bans, and reinforce the 
status of the United States as a leader in shark conservation. 

The conservation status of sharks is one of the most pressing biodiversity issues today. Many shark 
populations are declining worldwide because of fishing.1 Sharks have been a relatively stable force in 
ocean ecosystems over evolutionary time, and possess a unique combination of ecological traits that 
makes them especially vulnerable to exploitation.2–5 In the last few decades, exploitation of their 
populations has rapidly escalated, mainly due to an increased demand for shark fins from Asian 
markets.  Conservative estimates suggest that fins from between 27 and 73 million sharks end up in the 
global shark fin trade every year.6 As a result, sharks and their relatives are now one of the most 
endangered groups of animals in the ocean.7 

Sharks declines and extinction can have significant impacts on marine ecosystems. Many species of 
sharks are top predators and have the potential to structure ecosystems in crucial ways. Large sharks 
can control the abundance of large marine animals such as seals, turtles and smaller sharks for which 
natural mortality is usually low and mostly caused by shark predation.8 When this control disappears 
sharks' prey may increase disproportionally with consequences that can cascade down throughout the 
oceans and over long periods of time. Because of these characteristics, declines in shark populations 
can trigger domino effects through food webs. Smaller sharks, rays, fish and marine mammals can 
increase in number, extend their distributions, or change their feeding habitats because of decreased 
predation risk, and in turn consume greater numbers of smaller fish, crustaceans or shellfish, including 
some commercially-important species. 8–13  

To respond to this problem the United States enacted laws to protect many shark species. The Shark 
Finning Prohibition Act ended the brutal practice of finning, the removal of the sharks’ fins while 
discarding their bodies at sea, and the Shark Conservation Act eventually closed some of its loopholes 
ensuring that sharks are landed with their fins naturally attached to their bodies. However, the United 
States continues to allow the buying and selling of fins.  Five of the 11 countries that export shark fins 
to the U.S. do not prohibit shark finning.14,15 Therefore, while the U.S. bans shark finning in its own 
waters, it indirectly promotes this practice elsewhere and perpetuates the global trade in shark fins. 
Furthermore, because identifying species from detached and processed fins is difficult, it is hard to 
prevent the sale of sharks in danger of extinction that are listed under the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Indeed, genetic tests have shown that shark fins 
from protected and prohibited species end up in bowls of shark fin soup served in the U.S.16–19 
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Aaron Carlisle 

Postdoctoral Researcher 
Hopkins Marine Station of Stanford University, 
120 Oceanview Blvd, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
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Affiliations of signatories are provided for purposes of identification only; signatories sign as 

individuals, not as representatives of their institutions. 

Dr. Jane Lubchenco 

Distinguished Professor 

Oregon State University 

Dr. Daniel Pauly 

Professor 

University of British Columbia 

Dr. Ellen Pikitch 

Professor and Executive Director 

Institute for Ocean Conservation Science 

Stony Brook University 

Dr. Marie Levine 

Executive Director 

Shark Research Institute 

Dr. Glenn Parsons 

Professor and Director 

Center for Biodiversity and Conservation 

Biology 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Les Kaufman 

Professor 

Boston University Marine Program 

Dr. Boris Worm 

Professor 

Dalhousie University 

Dr. Andrew Read 

Director, Duke University Marine Lab 

Stephen A. Toth Professor of Marine 

Biology 

Duke University 

Dr. Alistair Dove 

Vice President of Research and 

Conservation 

Georgia Aquarium 

Dr. Gavin Naylor 

Professor 

College of Charleston 

Dr. Charles HJ Peterson 

Professor 

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 

Dr. Robert Steneck 

Professor 

University of Maine 

Dr. Rashid Sumaila 

Professor 

University of British Columbia 

Dr. C. Scott Baker 

Professor and Associate Director 

Marine Mammal Institute 

Oregon State University 

Dr. Heather Leslie 

Director, Darling Marine Center  

Libra Association Professor of Marine 

Sciences 

University of Maine 

Dr. Peter Auster 

Research Professor Emeritus 

University of Connecticut 

Dr. Andrea Marshall 

Marine Megafauna Foundation 

Dr. Stuart Pimm 

Doris Duke Chair of Conservation 

Duke University 

Dr. Scott Knight 

Director, Univ. of Mississippi Field Station 

University of Mississippi 
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Dr. Ellen Hines 

Associate Director and Professor 

San Francisco State University 

Dr. Jed Fuhrman  

McCulloch-Crosby Chair of Marine Biology 

University of Southern California 

Dr. John Avise 

Distinguished Professor 

University of California Irvine 

Dr. Brian Tissot 

Director, Marine Laboratory 

Humboldt State University 

Dr. David Wilcove 

Professor 

Princeton University 

Dr. Kevin Feldheim 

Lab Manager, Pritzker Laboratory for 

Molecular Systematics and Evolution 

Chicago Field Museum 

Dr. Richard Barber 

Professor Emeritus 

Duke University 

Dr. Neil Hammerschlag 

Research Assistant Professor 

University of Miami Rosentiel School of 

Marine and Atmospheric Science 

Dr. Mark Hixon 

Hsiao Endowed Professor of Marine 

Biology 

University of Hawaii 

Dr. Austin Gallagher 

CEO and Chief Scientist 

Beneath the Waves 

Dr. James Hanken 

Director 

Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology 

Dr. Gregg Roman 

Professor and Chair of Biology 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. G. Carleton Ray 

Research Professor 

University of Virginia 

Dr. Kiho Kim 

Professor 

American University 

Dr. L. David Smith 

Professor 

Smith College 

Dr. Michael Twardowski 

Professor 

Florida Atlantic University 

Dr. John McManus 

Professor 

University of Miami 

Dr. Krista Kamer 

Director, CSU COAST 

California State University Monterey Bay 

Dr. Barry Sherr 

Professor Emeritus 

Oregon State University 
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Dr. Brian Helmuth 

Professor 

Northeastern University 

Dr. Richard Ambrose 

Professor 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Dr. Anna Metaxas 

Professor 

Dalhousie University 

Dr. Jeb Byers 

Professor 

University of Georgia 

Dr. William Resetarits 

Professor 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. J. Stephen Brewer 

Professor 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Geraldine Knatz 

Professor of Practice of Policy and 

Engineering 

University of Southern California 

Dr. Vicky Meretsky 

Professor 

Indiana University School of Public and 

Environmental Affairs 

Dr. Callum Roberts 

Professor 

University of York 

Dr. S. Alicia Mathis 

Professor 

Missouri State University 

Dr. Peter Michael 

Professor 

The University of Tulsa 

Dr. William Stark 

Professor 

Fort Hays State University 

Dr. Richard Searles 

Professor Emeritus 

Duke University 

Dr. Antony Diamond 

Professor Emeritus 

University of New Brunswick 

Dr. Larissa Sano 

Professor 

University of Michigan 

Dr. Marjorie Holland 

Professor 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. John Cigliano 

Professor of Biology and Director of 

Environmental Science 

Cedar Crest College 

Dr. Peter Jacques 

Professor 

University of Central Florida 

Dr. Douglas McCauley 

Assistant Professor 

University of California Santa Barbra 

Dr. Jennifer Jacquet 

Assistant Professor 

New York University 
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Dr. Kerry Nickols 

Assistant Professor 

California State University Monterey Bay 

Dr. Sarah McMenamin 

Assistant Professor 

Boston College 

Dr. Douglas Holdway 

Vice-President, Research, Innovation, 

International 

University of Ontario Institute of 

Technology 

Dr. Charles Hall 

SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry 

Dr. Christopher Kenaley 

Assistant Professor 

Boston College 

Dr. Alexis Janosik 

Assistant Professor 

University of West Florida 

Dr. Holly Jones 

Assistant Professor 

Northern Illinois University 

Dr. Kathleen Lotterhos 

Assistant Professor 

Northeastern University 

Dr. Timothy Davidson 

Assistant Professor 

Sacramento State University 

Dr. Toby Daly-Engel 

Assistant Professor 

University of West Florida 

Dr. Jason Hoeksema 

Associate Professor 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Richard Buchholz 

Associate Professor 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Brice Noonan 

Associate Professor 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Dennis Lavrov 

Associate Professor 

Iowa State University 

Dr. Nate Bickford 

Associate Professor 

University of Nebraska 

Dr. Peter Hodum 

Associate Professor 

University of Puget Sound 

Dr. Charles Deutsch 

Associate Research Scientist 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission 

Dr. Patrick Rice 

Chief Science and Research Officer 

Florida Keys Community College 

Dr. Santiago Herrera 

Lehigh University 

Dr. Deborah Gochfeld 

Principal Scientist 

University of Mississippi 
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Dr. Rachael Orben 

Research Associate 

Oregon State University 

Dr. Karen Neely 

Research Scientist 

Florida Keys Community College 

Dr. Bethan O’Leary 

Research Associate 

University of York 

Dr. Lida Teneva 

Science Advisor 

Conservation International 

Dr. Lucile McCook 

Senior Lecturer and Curator 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Tara Scully 

Teaching Assistant Professor 

The George Washington University 

Dr. Gerald Post 

Veterinarian 

The Veterinary Cancer Center 

Dr. Steve Murray 

California State University, Fullerton 

Dr. Richard Stafford 

Bournemouth University 

Dr. Stephan Schoech 

University of Memphis 

Dr. Melanie Bergmann 

Alfred Wegener Institute 

Dr. Howard Peters 

University of York 

Dr. Peter Miller 

Plymouth Marine Lab 

Dr. David Ainley  

Senior Ecologist 

HTHarvey & Associates 

Dr. Deni Ramirez 

ConCiencia Mexico 

Dr. Adrian Gutteridge 

University of Queensland 

Dr. Annabelle Bladon 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Dr. Ewa Krzyszczyk  

Georgetown University 

Dr. Heather Ylitalo-Ward 

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 

Dr. Gail Stratton 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Brooke Porter 

Coral Triangle Conservancy 

Dr. Kristin Broms 

Neptune and Company, Inc. 

Dr. Marlene Jahnke 

University of Gothenburg 

Dr. Shaleyla Kelez 

EcOceanica, Peru 
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Dr. Christiane Martins 

Tryphon Oceans 

Dr. Marta Muñoz-Colmenero 

University of Basque Country 

Dr. Tiffany Bensen 

University of Mississippi 

Dr. Edgar Hoyos 

Pelagios Kakunja NGO 

Dr. Gabriel Vianna 

Rare 

Dr. Shaili Johri 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

San Diego State University 

Dr. Sarah Hameed 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

Marine Conservation Institute 

Dr. Amber Stubler 

Postdoctoral Researcher 

University of North Carolina Wilmington 

Dr. Todd Capson 

Consultant 

Dr. Hannah Koch 

Postdoctoral Researcher 

Dr. Geoff Patton 

Marine Scientist and Toxicologist 

Jamie Pollack 

Executive Director 

Shark Angels 

Dr. Janet Haggerty 

Jerry McCormick-Ray 

Senior Scientist 

Department of Environmental Sciences 

University of Virginia 

Ximena Escovar-Fadul 

Associate Director, Cuba 

Conservation Program, MES
Ocean Doctor 

George Cummings 

Ocean Ambassador 

World Federation for Coral Reef 

Conservation 

Rafaella Lobo 

Associate in Research 

Duke University Marine Lab 

Jessie Beck 

Biologists 

Oikonos Ecosystem Knowledge 

Andrew Calhoun 

Environmental Consultant 

E Sciences, Inc. 
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Dr. Craig Starger 

Research Scientist 

Colorado State University 

Katie Lubarsky  

Reef Monitoring Coordinator 

Hawaii Division of Aquatic Resources 



Julia Burrows 

PhD Candidate 

Duke University 

Adele Roland 

PhD Candidate 

George Mason University 

Joseph Fader 

PhD Student 

Duke University 

Austin Allen 

PhD Student 

Duke University 

KC Bierlich 

PhD Student 

Duke University Marine Lab 

Courtney Swink 

PhD Student 

Duke University 

Guillermo Ortuño Crespo 

PhD Student 

Duke University 

Ehlana Stell 

Masters Student 

University of Mississippi 

Lauren Fuller 

PhD Student  

University of Mississippi 

Greg Larsen 

PhD Student 

Duke Marine Lab 

Madison Miketa 

PhD Student 

Georgetown University 

Caitlin Karniski 

PhD Student 

Georgetown University 

Karina Dracott  

Researcher 

University of Akureyri 

Jennifer Savaro 

E Sciences, Inc 

Josh Stocker 

Staff Scientist 

E Sciences, Inc 

Gerard Loisel 

Camp Director 

Marine Biology Camp 

Sara Cleaver 

Master’s Candidate 

Duke University 

Melissas Whaling 

Masters Candidate 

Duke University 

Masters Candidate 

Duke University 

Whitney Roberts 

Ryan Giannelli 

Lab Technician 

NOAA 
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Jimiane Asche 

PhD Candidate 

CUNY Graduate Center/Brooklyn College 

Cassandra Ruck 

PhD Student 

Save Our Seas Shark Research Center and 

Guy Harvey Research Institute 

Nova Southeastern University 



Melissa Nehmens  

M.Sc. Candidate 

Moss Landing Marine Laboratories 

Margaret McClain 

M.Sc. Candidate 

University of West Florida 

Youk Greeve 

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen 

Jason Bohenek 

University of Mississippi 

Julio Araujo 

UFPB 

Lia Bobay 

Indiana University 

Miranka Van Breugel 

University of Groningen 

Tom Oosting 

University of Groningen 

Matthew Davis 

M.Sc. Candidate 

University of West Florida 

Casey Yanos 

University of Groningen 

Nicole Shumway 

The University of Queensland 

Leo Gaskins 

Duke University 

Hannah Robinson 

Student 

Duke University 

Sandra Striegel, M.Sc. 

University of Groningen 
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