
July 25, 2023 

 

The President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Biden:  

Thank you for the key actions you’ve taken on climate to date. We are state and local elected 

officials who have come together to urge you to take the next step for our climate, oceans, and 

frontline communities by issuing a final 2023–2028 National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas 

Leasing Program (“Five-Year Plan”) that prevents new lease sales. Dirty and dangerous offshore oil 

drilling threatens our communities and our environment while exacerbating the climate crisis.  

Climate change is threatening our oceans, our coasts, and our planet, and new leasing for offshore 

drilling would lock in decades of climate-harming carbon emissions. An analysis by Oceana found 

that protecting all unleased federal waters from offshore drilling in the United States could prevent 

over 19 billion tons of greenhouse gas emissions. That is the equivalent of taking every car in the 

nation off the road for 15 years and ending new leasing could prevent more than $720 billion in 

damages to people, property, and the environment. 

As you know, the devastating negative effects of oil and gas development on frontline communities 

are well documented. Drilling pollutes our air with toxic emissions, causing asthma, lung cancer, and 

other diseases. For too long, the Gulf Coast has been the nation’s sacrifice zone and Gulf 

communities have borne the brunt of the fallout from U.S. oil and gas drilling. Worse, oil companies 

already stockpiled millions of acres of our ocean for future offshore drilling. They are sitting on more 

than 8 million acres of unused leases, or about 75 percent of the total leased acreage of public waters. 

It’s time to stop new offshore drilling and instead invest in a just transition to clean energy sources.  

The 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill disaster killed eleven people and resulted in more than 200 

million gallons of oil spewing into the Gulf of Mexico. Oil from the spill tarred hundreds of miles of 

Gulf coast shoreline stretching from Texas to Florida and devastated coastal economies. Losses to the 

seafood industry alone were estimated at nearly $1 billion. The disaster had deadly impacts for 

dolphins, whales, sea turtles, and more.  

President Biden, your Five-Year Plan represents the best opportunity to bring the management of our 

offshore federal resources into alignment with your climate goals. Preventing new dirty and 

dangerous offshore drilling in your final Five-Year Plan will protect coastal communities from 

devastating pollution, support healthy marine ecosystems, safeguard ocean wildlife, and encourage a 

clean energy future. Please issue a final 2023–2028 National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas 

Leasing Program (“Five-Year Plan”) with no new lease sales.  

   

Sincerely,  

 

Susan Albright 

Council President   

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

John Allen 

Alderman 

City of Southport, North Carolina  

https://www.sei.org/projects-and-tools/projects/carbon-lock-in/#:~:text=The%20Carbon%20Lock%2DIn%20Initiative,uphold%20the%20high%2Dcarbon%20economy.
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Charles Allen  

Councilmember  

District of Columbia 

 

Dr. Emily Anderson  

Council Vice President  

City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin  

 

Jennifer Andreu 

Councilmember  

City of Plantation, Florida  

 

Katie Atkins 

Deputy Town Clerk  

Town of Sunset Beach, North Carolina  

 

Zac Bears  

Council Vice President  

City of Medford, Massachusetts  

 

Kathleen Beckman  

Councilmember  

City of Clearwater, Florida  

 

Ravinder Bhalla  

Mayor  

City of Hoboken, New Jersey  

 

Rhonda Bolton  

Council Member  

City of Huntington Beach, California  

 

Nancy Metayer Bowen  

Commissioner  

City of Coral Springs, Florida  

 

Alicia Bowman 

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

Jennifer Brahier  

Councilperson 

City of Pensacola, Florida  

 

Mark Bunker  

Vice Mayor 

City of Clearwater, Florida  

 

 

Benjamin Cahoon  

Mayor  

Town of Nags Head, North Carolina  

 

Dennis Carlone 

City Councillor   

City of Cambridge, Massachusetts  

 

Linda Chaney  

Representative 

Florida House of Representatives 

 

Levern Clancy, Jr.  

Mayor  

City of Midway, Georgia  

 

Joy Cooper 

Mayor  

Hallendale Beach, Florida  

 

Scott Crater 

Councilmember  

City of Sanibel, Florida  

 

Lindsay Cross  

Representative 

Florida House of Representatives 

 

Deborah Crossley  

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

Chance Cutrano  

Mayor  

Town of Fairfax, California  

 

Lula Davis-Holmes  

Mayor  

City of Carson, California  

 

Luke Diaz 

Mayor  

City of Verona, Wisconsin  

 

Andreae Downs  

City Councilor  

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

 



Gina Driscoll 

Council Member  

City of St. Petersburg, Florida  

 

Mark Enmeier  

Councilmember  

City of San Clemente, California 

 

Anna Eskamani  

Representative 

Florida House of Representatives 

 

Dawn Euer  

Senator  

Rhode Island Senate 

 

Patricia Farrar-Rivas 

Councilmember  

City of Sonoma, California  

 

Kate Felton  

Councilmember  

City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin  

 

Cobi Frongillo  

Town Councilor 

Town of Franklin, Massachusetts  

 

Beam Furr 

Commissioner  

Broward County, Florida  

 

Jeff Gow  

Commissioner  

City of Dunedin, Florida  

 

Jeremy Gragert 

Council Member  

City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin  

 

Mark Grill  

Vice Mayor  

City of St. Pete Beach, Florida  

 

Stephanie Hansen  

Senator  

Delaware Senate 

 

 

Rita Harris  

Representative 

Florida House of Representatives 

 

Pam Hemminger 

Mayor  

Town of Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

 

Wyatt Hoover  

Mayor  

Town of Melbourne Beach, Florida  

 

Will Jawando 

Councilmember  

Montgomery County, Maryland  

 

Van Johnson  

Mayor  

City of Savannah, Georgia  

 

Teri Johnston  

Mayor  

City of Key West, Florida  

 

Elizabeth Jolin  

Council Member  

Islamorada, Florida 

 

Dan Kalmick  

Councilmember  

City of Huntington Beach, California  

 

Ariel Kelley  

Mayor  

City of Healdsburg, California  

 

Andrea Kelley  

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

Nicole LaChapelle  

Mayor  

City of Easthampton, Massachusetts  

 

Brent Latham 

Mayor 

North Bay Village, Florida  

 

 



Alison Leary  

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

 

Janeese Lewis George  

Councilmember  

District of Columbia 

 

Michael Lilliquist  

Council President  

City of Bellingham, Washington  

 

Donald Lovette  

Commission Chairman  

Liberty County, Georgia  

 

Elizabeth Maglio 

Town Councilor 

Town of Braintree, Massachusetts  

 

Matt Mahan 

Mayor  

City of San Jose, California  

 

Kristina Martens  

Councilperson 

City of Bellingham, Washington  

 

Andria McClellan 

Councilmember  

City of Norfolk, Virginia  

 

Holly Merrill Raschein  

Mayor Pro Tempore   

Monroe County, Florida  

 

Robert Mooney  

Council Member  

Town of Duck, North Carolina  

 

Nicole Morell  

Council President 

City of Medford, Massachusetts  

 

Elizabeth Morey  

Mayor  

Town of Southern Shores, North Carolina  

 

 

Brianne Nadeau 

Councilmember  

District of Columbia 

 

Eli Naffah  

City Manager  

City of Trinidad, California  

 

Patricia Nolan  

City Councillor    

Cambridge, Massachusetts  

 

Emily Norton 

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

Nan Orrock  

Senator  

Georgia Senate 

 

Deborah Penrose  

Mayor  

City of Half Moon Bay, California  

 

Shelly Petrolia  

Mayor  

City of Delray Beach, Florida  

 

Constance Preston 

City Councillor 

City of Newburyport, Massachusetts 

 

Freddy Puza 

Councilmember  

City of Culver City, California  

 

Idelma Quintana  

Commissioner  

City of Hollywood, Florida  

 

Estelle Rand 

City Councilor 

City of Beverly, Massachusetts 

 

Michele Rayner-Goolsby 

Representative 

Florida House of Representatives 

 

 



Arlis Reynolds  

Councilmember  

City of Costa Mesa, California  

 

Lisa Rodvien  

Council Member  

Anne Arundel County, Maryland  

 

Deborah Ruddock 

Council Member  

City of Half Moon Bay, California  

 

Corey Runte  

Commissioner  

Town of Melbourne Beach, FL 

 

Kevin Ryan  

Representative  

Connecticut House of Representatives 

 

Holly Ryan  

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

Esther Sanchez 

Mayor  

City of Oceanside, California  

 

Leslie Sandberg  

Select Board Member  

Town of Provincetown, Massachusetts  

 

Maria Scibelli Greenberg 

City Councilor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts  

 

Damon Seils  

Mayor  

Town of Carrboro, North Carolina  

 

Cheryl Selby  

Mayor  

City of Olympia, Washington 

 

Shirley Sessions  

Mayor  

City of Tybee Island, Georgia  

 

 

Paula Sherlock  

Councilperson  

Town of Southern Shores, North Carolina  

 

Sumbul Siddiqui 

Mayor  

City of Cambridge, Massachusetts  

 

Nancy Sikes-Kline  

Mayor  

City of St. Augustine, Florida 

 

Victoria Smalls 

Executive Director  

Gullah Geechee Cultural Corridor  

 

Donnie Tuck 

Mayor 

City of Hampton, Virginia 

 

Erica Stewart  

Mayor  

City of San Luis Obispo, California  

 

David Vigliotti  

Vice Mayor  

City of Satellite Beach, Florida  

 

Bobby Wagner  

Mayor  

City of Destin, Florida  

 

Katherine Waldron  

Representative  

Florida House of Representatives 

 

Jimmy Ward  

Council Member  

City of Isle of Palms, South Carolina  

 

Jay Watts  

Councilmember  

Town of Edisto Beach, South Carolina  

 

Stana Weisburd  

Trustee  

Village of New Paltz, New York  

 

 



Andrew Werthmann 

Councilmember 

City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin  

 

Michael Wildes  

Mayor  

City of Englewood, New Jersey  

 

Madinah Wilson-Anton  

Representative  

Delaware House of Representatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin Wilt  

Councilmember  

Town of Brighton, New York  

 

Marie Woodson  

Representative  

Florida House of Representatives 

 

Quinton Zondervan 

City Councillor   

City of Cambridge, Massachusetts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


