PROTECTING GULF OF ALASKA HABITAT

Bottom trawling disturbs seafloor habitat.! Due to ecosystem concerns, fishery managers
have limited the footprint of bottom trawling in much of Alaska and along the U.S. West
Coast.” The Gulf of Alaska* is the last region in the North Pacific where this precautionary
approach has not been implemented, leaving millions of acres of seafloor habitat at risk.’

In the Guif of Alaska 91% of seafloor habitat
remains open to bottom trawling.
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By comparison, 46% of the Bering Sea and less than 5% of

the Aleutians remain open to bottom trawling.

*For this analysis, the Gulf of Alaska includes U.S. ocean waters from Yakutat (140° W) to the eastern Aleutian Islands (170° W), NMFS statistical areas 610 - 640.



PROTECTING GULF OF ALASKA HABITAT

Utilizing the best available science and an ecosystem approach, fishery managers can apply
the same precautionary management in the Gulf of Alaska that has protected seafloor habitat
elsewhere in the North Pacific.
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