
 

 

 
 
 
June 9, 2025 
 
 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 
Office of Strategic Resources 
45600 Woodland Road 
Sterling, VA 20166 
 
RE: Opposition to Offshore Drilling and Seismic Airgun Blasting in the Atlantic – 
Comments on the 11th National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program 
 
Ms. Kelly Hammerle, 
 
As Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, representing 180 congregations in the 
state of Massachusetts, I write to express our strong opposition to the inclusion of new offshore 
oil and gas leasing in the Atlantic Ocean within the forthcoming 11th National Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program as well as the use of harmful exploration 
practices such as seismic airgun blasting. 
 
Our sacred scriptures call us to be faithful stewards of God's creation, to protect the vulnerable, 
and to pursue justice for all. These core values compel me to speak out on behalf of our coastal 
communities, marine ecosystems, and the future generations who will inherit the consequences 
of today's decisions. 
 
Offshore drilling poses unacceptable risks to the health of our oceans and the well-being of 
those who depend on them. Oil spills, routine leaks, and industrial infrastructure threaten not 
only marine biodiversity but also the economies and livelihoods of communities throughout the 
Atlantic coast—including here in Massachusetts—that rely on clean water and a healthy 
environment for tourism, fishing, and recreation. 
 
Equally concerning is the use of seismic air gun blasting in oil and gas exploration. These loud, 
repetitive underwater blasts are known to cause severe disruption to marine life, including 
whales, dolphins, and other species that rely on sound for communication, navigation, and 
survival. The potential for long-term ecological damage is grave and unjustifiable, particularly 
at a time when climate science and moral responsibility call us to transition away from fossil 
fuels. 
 
I understand that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has issued a Request for 
Information and Comments on the preparation of the 11th National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program, as published in the Federal Register on April 30, 2025.  
 

• In light of this, I respectfully urge the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to: 
Exclude any new offshore oil and gas leasing in the Atlantic Ocean from the 11th 
National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 



• Prohibit the use of seismic airgun blasting and/or other harmful oil and gas exploration 
activities. 

• Invest in clean, renewable energy sources that safeguard both our environment and our 
communities. 

 
Let us move toward a future that honors creation, protects life, and affirms our shared moral 
responsibility to care for this Earth and its people. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
The Rt. Rev. Julia E. Whitworth 
Bishop of Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
 


