
May 27, 2025 

Ms. Kelly Hammerle 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

U.S. Department of Interior 

45600 Woodland Road, 

Sterling, VA 20166-9216 

RE: Opposition to New Lease Sales in the Proposed 5-Year OCS Oil & Gas 

Leasing Program from the Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast and 

the Business Alliance for Protecting the Pacific Coast 

Dear Kelly Hammerle, 

We write to you on behalf of the Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast and 

the Business Alliance for Protecting the Pacific Coast, which together represent over 

50,000 businesses and 500,000 fishing families opposed to the expansion of offshore 

drilling. Our membership relies on a clean and healthy coastal environment. As such, 

we write to express our strong opposition to new oil and gas lease sales in the next 5-

Year OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 

The federal offshore drilling program directly impacts our nation’s ocean recreation, 

tourism, and fisheries industries that generate over $520 billion annually. These 

industries depend on a clean coastal environment to support a combined 2.5 million 

jobs across the United States. Allowing new offshore drilling will damage public 

https://protectingtheatlanticcoast.org/
https://www.defendthepacific.com/
https://asbpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/92_2_houston_color.pdf


resources that these industries depend upon by generating harmful impacts through 

every phase of the drilling process. These long-standing industries make our coastal 

communities vibrant and prosperous, and responsibly managed fisheries and well-

protected beaches can drive economic activity for years to come. The same cannot be 

said about oil, which is a finite resource. When the oil runs out, so do the jobs, leaving 

behind a legacy of coastal industrialization and pollution. Such drilling will also subject 

communities to the ever-present risks of oil spills and onshore impacts which can be 

catastrophic to both the environment and economy. Even when oil extraction slows and 

a well is considered unusable, spills can happen years afterwards and the scale can still 

be devastating, as we are seeing play out right now in Louisiana. 

Offshore oil and gas development in new areas would require seismic surveys, drilling 

operations, oil transport by tankers, and the installation of platforms, pipelines, and 

other infrastructure. Collectively these activities would significantly damage the 

environment, marine wildlife, coastal economies and ways of life. New offshore drilling 

would also expose the marine environment and coastal communities to the risks of 

another catastrophic oil spill, such as the 2010 BP Oil Spill disaster in the Gulf of Mexico 

which cost the nation 25,000 jobs, more than $17 billion in damages, and untold 

impacts on the health and livelihoods of Gulf communities. Since Deepwater Horizon, 

there have been more than 7,300 oil spills in federal waters from 2010 to 2022, an 

average of over one spill every day. Within that twelve-year timeframe we saw not one, 

but two major oil spills off Southern California. The 2015 Refugio Oil Spill and the 2021 

Huntington Beach oil spill both devastated commercial fishing grounds, shut down 

beaches, and threatened endangered birds and marine mammals with a combined 

480,000 gallons of crude oil spreading down the California coast. It's not a matter of if 

there will be another oil spill, but when and how severe. And without adequate teams to 

respond to a spill, coastal communities are guaranteed to suffer. 

An overwhelming majority of the public joins us in our opposition to new offshore oil and 

gas drilling. To date, nearly 400 municipalities and 2,500 elected officials across the 

United States as well as governors from coast to coast have formally opposed new 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/louisiana-coast-oil-leak-containment-update/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/08/climate/noaa-layoffs-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/08/climate/noaa-layoffs-trump.html


offshore oil and gas development. The widespread opposition to new offshore drilling in 

U.S. waters is bipartisan and reflected throughout various regions of the country. 

 

The expansion of offshore oil and gas development off our coasts would cause 

significant and unnecessary negative impacts to our marine ecosystems, wildlife, 

coastal communities, and vital recreation and tourism industries. It is an unnecessary 

and unjustifiable risk. The oil industry currently holds more than 2,000 leases, according 

to a 2023 Oceana report, with over 75% of that ocean acreage currently unused. The 

U.S. is producing more oil than ever before in its history. There has been record profit 

for the oil industry but not record prices for consumers or record returns for coastal 

communities. Instead of approving new oil and gas leasing in U.S. waters, our nation 

should look to the future of energy reliance, not set ourselves up for failure by chasing a 

dirty and finite resource. 

 

Finally, oil and gas development disproportionately impacts lower-income and 

communities of color who, too often, bear the brunt of fossil fuel operations. In the Gulf 

of Mexico, the oil industry has contributed to the extensive loss of coastal wetlands, 

leaving communities more vulnerable to flooding and extreme weather events. 

Meanwhile, onshore infrastructure associated with offshore leasing pollutes frontline 

communities and damages public health. The Department must account for these 

inequities in its analysis of potential new oil and gas lease sales in public waters. 

 

In summary, we ask you to protect our coasts from any new oil and gas leasing in the 

next 5-Year OCS Oil and Gas Program. Finalizing a National Outer Continental Shelf 

Oil and Gas Leasing Program with no new leases for offshore drilling will secure the 

future of America's coastal communities, our national economy, and millions of jobs. We 

appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments to the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

https://usa.oceana.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2023/04/2023-Drilling-Report-DOI.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2023/04/2023-Drilling-Report-DOI.pdf


Grant Bixby, Advisory Council, Business Alliance for Protecting the Pacific Coast 

Sandra Bundy, President of the Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast 

The Business Alliance for Protecting the Pacific Coast (BAPPC) is the leading business 

organization working to ensure the long-term health and economic vitality of the Pacific 

seaboard through responsible stewardship of the coastal and ocean waters. We 

represent over 8,100 businesses united in opposition to new leases for offshore drilling. 

The Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast (BAPAC) represents over 

42,000 businesses working together to protect our coastal communities from new and 

expanded oil and gas development. Our alliance works to ensure the long-term health 

and vitality of our Atlantic coast economy through responsible stewardship of our 

coastal and ocean waters. 




