
 

June 16, 2025 
 

Ms. Kelly Hammerle, Program Manager 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (VAM-LD) 

45600 Woodland Road 

Sterling, VA 20166-9216 

 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION/COMMENTS FOR THE 11TH NATIONAL OCS OIL AND GAS LEASING 

PROGRAM 

 

Dear Ms. Kelly Hammerle:  

The City is writing to express our strong opposition to any proposals or plans to expand offshore oil and 

gas drilling along California’s coast. The City is deeply concerned about the potential environmental, 

economic, and public health impacts of such activities. 

 

California's coastline is not only a treasured natural resource but also a vital component of our economy. 

Coastal tourism, fishing, and recreation contribute billions of dollars annually and support hundreds of 

thousands of jobs. Offshore drilling poses a serious risk to these industries. History has shown that oil 

spills — even those considered "minor" — can cause devastating damage to marine ecosystems and local 

economies. The 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill and the more recent 2021 pipeline leak in Huntington Beach 

are tragic reminders of the costs associated with offshore drilling. 

 

Offshore drilling not only poses a persistent threat to marine ecosystems and coastal economies but also 

runs counter to the urgent need to address the climate crisis. Expanding fossil fuel extraction at this time 

undermines California’s — and the nation's — climate goals, public health standards, and commitment to 

renewable energy development. We should be investing in clean, renewable energy sources and 

accelerating our transition to a low-carbon economy—not doubling down on polluting and outdated 

technologies. 

 

The City urges BOEM to prioritize environmental protection, climate resilience, and sustainable economic 

development over short-term energy gains. Please exclude all California waters from any current and 

future offshore leasing plans and focus instead on accelerating the transition to clean, renewable energy 

sources. The City requests that BOEM act decisively to preserve the health and sustainability of 

California’s coastal environment for future generations. 

 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Lesa Heebner 
Mayor 
 
cc.  Lisa Gilfillan, Oceana 


