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Council Member Yvette Drucker
City of Boca Raton

201 W. Palmetto Park Road
Boca Raton, FL 33432

June 6, 2025

RE: BOEM’s Request for Information Regarding Offshore Drilling and the National Outer
Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program

To Whom It May Concern,

As Council Member for the City of Boca Raton, | write to express strong opposition to the inclusion
of new offshore oil and gas leasing off Florida’s coast in the 11th National Outer Continental Shelf
Oil and Gas Leasing Program.

Boca Raton is home to five miles of unspoiled Atlantic coastline, a foundation of our economy,
environmental leadership, and community identity. Our Spanish River Park beach was recently
awarded the prestigious Blue Flag designation—an international certification recognizing
excellence in water quality, safety, environmental education, and sustainable management. This
places Boca Raton among a small number of communities worldwide that meet the highest
standards for coastal protection.

The City has also invested in offshore artificial reefs that support marine biodiversity, enhance
recreational opportunities, and help protect the shoreline. Qil and gas operations would jeopardize
these ecosystems and threaten the long-term health of our coastal waters.

The City’'s Gumbo Limbo Nature Center plays a critical role in local conservation efforts and
environmental education. Last year, over 900 sea turtle nests were monitored along our beaches,
and rehabilitation of sick and injured turtles impacted by marine threats takes place continually at
the Center. Offshore drilling poses serious risks to these efforts and to the protected species that
depend on our shoreline.

Boca Raton remains committed to protecting its natural resources and sustaining a clean, resilient
coast. Offshore drilling is incompatible with these priorities. | respectfully urge Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management to exclude Florida’s coastline from future leasing and support policies that
safeguard our coastal environment.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincegely, S e

‘ Drucker
Council Member
City of Boca Raton
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