City of Charlegton

WiLLiam S. CoGswELL, JR.

MAYOR

Deputy Director Walter Cruickshank, Ph.D.
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
1849 C St. NW,

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Deputy Director Cruickshank,

I write to express the City of Charleston, South Carolina’s opposition to the inclusion of the new
offshore oil and gas leasing off the coast of South Carolina in the 2024-2029 National Outer
Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program.

In 2015, the City of Charleston passed a resolution expressing opposition to seismic testing and
offshore drilling activities. 10 years later, we continue to express major concerns with the
prospect of offshore drilling activities off our coastline and its impact to the high quality of life
the City’s residents enjoy.

The economy of Charleston depends heavily on a healthy coastal and marine environment,
supporting industries such as tourism, recreation, commercial and recreational fishing, and
related small businesses. Clean water, thriving ecosystems, and our beautiful coastal
environment are vital to sustaining local businesses, and ensuring the quality of life for residents
and visitors alike.

Thank you for considering the consequences of expanding offshore drilling off the coast of South
Carolina.

William S. ell, J£.
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