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Subject: Oil and gas drilling in the offshore waters of Virginia
Dear Ms. Hammerle,

I write to you today on behalf of the Virginia Beach City Council to formally oppose any
proposal to open Virginia’s offshore waters to oil and gas drilling. As the City Manager of
the City of Virginia Beach, we are deeply concerned about the environmental, economic,
and public safety risks associated with offshore drilling.

Offshore drilling in the Mid-Atlantic poses a direct threat to the operations of the U.S.
Navy. The presence of oil rigs and related infrastructure could interfere with military
operations and compromise military readiness by restricting critical air and sea space. The
Department of Defense has previously expressed concerns about incompatible uses in
designated military training ranges. Because Hampton Roads is home to multiple Navy
installations, including Naval Station Norfolk, the world’s largest naval base—Virginia has
a strategic role in national defense that must not be undermined by commercial drilling
interests.

Virginia Beach's economy is heavily reliant on tourism, fishing, and recreation. The
introduction of offshore drilling would undermine these industries by introducing the risk of
oil spills, which can deter visitors, harm marine life, and damage the reputation of our
pristine beaches. The BP oil spill in the Gulf Coast resulted in significant economic losses,
with the U.S. Travel Association estimating a $23 billion decline in tourism over three
years. Our community cannot afford to jeopardize its economic stability for the uncertain
benefits of offshore drilling.

The City of Virginia Beach has adopted multiple resolutions in opposition to offshore
drilling and in 2020, the Virginia General Assembly passed HB 706, effectively banning
offshore drilling off our coast. This legislative action reflects the collective will of our
citizens and underscores the importance of protecting our coastal resources.
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Additionally, bipartisan opposition to offshore drilling continues to grow, with numerous
coastal communities and lawmakers voicing their concerns.

For the sake of our environment, economy, and national security, I urge the Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management to exclude Virginia's offshore waters from any future oil and
gas leasing programs. Our community has made it clear that we value environmental
protection and sustainable economic development over the risks associated with offshore
drilling.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Sincerely,
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Patrick A. Duhaney, City Manag
City of Virginia Beach



