James R. Guy, President

Michael R. Alderson, Jr., Commissioner
Eric S. Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Scott R. Ostrow, Commissioner

ST. MARY’S COUNTY GOVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY’S COUNTY

June 10, 2025

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

RE: Opposition to Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling and Exploration Activities

To Whom it May Concern:

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County have taken a firm position of opposition to off-
shore oil and gas drilling and exploration activities on the Eastern Continental Shelf, off the
shore of Maryland. In 2019 we adopted a Resolution opposing these activities and today we
voted to continue our opposition to these activities once again by adopting Resolution 2025-17.

St. Mary’s County’s economy and quality of life rely heavily on clean beaches, healthy
ocean, river and bay ecosystems, tourism and fishing industries. Offshore oil and gas drilling
and exploration activities place coastal communities at economic and ecological risk from oil
spills and the pollution brought by routine drilling operations and onshore industrialization,
threatening the livelihoods of commercial and recreational fisherman and small businesses that
rely on a clean and healthy ocean, rivers, bays and beaches. Tourism related to the appreciation
of our natural coast and historical environment is also a major economic force in St. Mary’s
County that would be put at risk. Even the perception of risk from drilling activities can harm
tourism, property values and investment in our coastal economies.

In addition, we recognize that offshore drilling could impact activities at Naval Air
Station Patuxent River and the use of the Atlantic Test Range, which could result in a negative
economic impact for St. Mary’s County, given that Naval Air Station Patuxent River is one of
the largest employers in our region.

For these reasons and more, the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County firmly oppose off-
shore oil and gas drilling and exploration activities off the coast of Maryland as they will place
both our local ecology and economy at risk.

Sincerely,
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY’S COUNTY
mes Randy Guy, Predident
CSMC/AB/tr
T:/Consent/2025/081

cc: Governor Wes Moore
Congressman Steny Hoyer
Senator Chris Van Hollen
Bill Ferguson, President of the Maryland Senate
Adrienne Jones, Maryland House Speaker
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