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DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD EXPRESSING CONTINUED OPPOSITION TO SEISMIC TESTING
ALONG THE COAST OF NORTH CAROLINA AND THE EAST COAST

WHEREAS, in resolutions dated April 24 and June 19, 2014 and December 18, 2018, the Dare County Tourism Board
has consistently expressed steadfast and unwavering opposition to any offshore drilling or seismic testing; and
WHEREAS, seismic testing has been shown to injure and/or drive away sea life; and

WHEREAS, the impacts of seismic testing will have a tremendous negative impact on sea life and therefore threaten
considerable harm to commercial and recreation fishing; and

WHEREAS, Dare County’s primary economic engine is tourism; and

WHEREAS, according to visitor research, the clean, open-access beaches, natural environment, and plentiful sea life,
are top reasons visitors come to Dare County; and

WHEREAS, 2023 tourism expenditures totaled more than $2.15 billion for Dare County alone and $6.8 billion for
coastal North Carolina counties; and

WHEREAS, Dare County tourism represents approximately 45% of all available jobs in Dare County; and

WHEREAS, seismic testing and its harmful effects are unnecessary unless the goal is to provide information for future
offshore drilling projects; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Dare County Tourism Board continues to oppose seismic testing and
exploration for offshore drilling along the coast of North Carolina and along the East Coast, and as such, implores the

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to deny permits for seismic testing.

ADOPTED THIS 15th DAY OF MAY 2025 by support of the Dare County Tourism Board

DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD
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