DESTINATION

AMD

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH

June 6, 2025

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)
Office of Strategic Resources

45600 Woodland Road

Sterling, VA 20166

RE: BOEM's request for information regarding Offshore Drilling and the National Outer Continental
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program

Ms. Kelly Hammerle,

On behalf of Destination North Myrtle Beach, | am writing to express our firm opposition to the inclusion
of new offshore oil and gas leasing off the coast of South Carolina in the 11th National Outer Continental
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program. For many years we have actively backed local leaders, businesses,
and citizens in opposing offshore exploration and drilling.

Our organization believes it is not in the best interest of our community to explore offshore drilling. We
oppose the offshore drilling and seismic testing due to the negative impacts on our coastal community,
tourism, and marine industries.

North Myrtle Beach is a thriving community built upon tourism and commerecial fishing. The care and
protection of our beaches and waterways is a core objective in our long-term strategic vision. Citizens
and business owners in North Myrtle Beach care about protecting our beaches, sustaining a healthy
ocean environment, and a strong coastal economy for today and our future.

Destination North Myrtle Beach truly appreciates the opportunity to submit comments and your
consideration for our community’s interest. We urge you to support our opposition to opening offshore
oil and gas leasing off the coast of South Carolina and the Atlantic.

Sincerely,

%-*,,M

Ben Clybutn, Board Chair
Destination North Myrtle Beach

cc: Congressman Fry
Senator Graham
Governor Mc Master
Mayor Hatley
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