NORTH CAROLINA

June 9, 2025

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Office of Strategic Resources

1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Subject: Opposition to Offshore Oil and Gas Leasing in the Mid-Atlantic Planning Area
Dear BOEM Officials,

I am writing, with the support of the members of the Town of Duck, North Carolina Town
Council to formally express our opposition to the inclusion of North Carolina’s coastal waters in
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s 11th National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas
Leasing Program.

Our opposition to offshore oil and gas drilling-related activities was initially expressed by the
then-seated Town Council in Resolution 19-01 adopted on January 16, 2019 and supported by
the Environmental Stewardship pillar of our adopted Vision 2032 strategic plan which states,
“There is a conscious respect for Duck’s fragile and extraordinary environment...We value our
pristine, safe, uninterrupted beaches, which are our most valuable asset...”.

Both of these documents highlight our concerns regarding the significant environmental,
economic, and social risks associated with offshore oil and gas development. These include:

o Incompatibility with Coastal Zone Management: Offshore drilling poses direct risks to
our state’s Coastal Area Management Act goals, threatening sensitive ecosystems and
undermining sustainable development efforts.

o Environmental Harm: Oil spills, seismic testing, and industrial infrastructure jeopardize
marine habitats, including those in nearby protected areas like Cape Hatteras National
Seashore and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge.

o Conflicts with Existing Ocean Uses: Offshore energy activities threaten commercial and
recreational fisheries, marine research, navigation safety, and a tourism economy
dependent on clean, accessible, and visually pristine shorelines.

e Unequal Burden of Risk: Local communities bear the environmental and economic
consequences without receiving equitable financial benefits or support for emergency
preparedness and response.
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e Economic Threats: Tourism alone generated over $2.1 billion in Dare County in 2024,
supporting more than 13,000 jobs. Any disruption from drilling threatens this foundation
of our regional economy.

The Town values its ocean resources for their ecological, recreational, aesthetic, and economic
importance. Offshore drilling undermines our commitment to environmental stewardship and
resilience.

We strongly urge BOEM to exclude the Mid-Atlantic Planning Area from future lease sales
and to prioritize sustainable, non-extractive ocean uses aligned with North Carolina’s and our
community’s long-term coastal management objectives.

Thank you for considering our input in this critical decision-making process.

Sincerely,

Don Ringoton

Don Kingston,
Mayor



