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Endangered Species Act Success Story:
Green Sea Turtles

Once hunted for their meat, shells, and eggs, green 
sea turtles were near extinction. Even after poaching 
was banned in the U.S., they continued to struggle — 
getting entangled in fishing gear, struck by boats, and 
losing their nesting beaches. 

But in 1978, the Endangered Species Act became 
their lifeline. Protections under this law led to critical 
conservation efforts, that included reducing incidental 
catch in fishing gear, safeguarding nesting sites, and 
restoring vital habitats. 

The impact? Nothing short of incredible. In Florida, 
green sea turtle nests have soared from near zero in 
1978 to over 200,000 nests in recent years. The North 
Atlantic population was upgraded in protection from 
endangered to threatened, a sign of its continued 
progress back from the brink.

The green sea turtle’s story proves that conservation 
works — but only if we keep the Endangered Species 
Act strong. 

Enacted in 1973, the Endangered Species Act 
represents one of the most comprehensive 
legislative efforts to protect vulnerable species 
and their habitats.

© Shutterstock/David Carbo

© Shutterstock/Martin Pelanek


