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June 12, 2025 
 
Ms. Kelly Hammerle 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, U.S. Department of Interior 
45600 Woodland Road 
Sterling, VA 20166-9216 

RE: Opposition to New Lease Sales in the Proposed 5-Year OCS Oil & Gas Leasing Program  

Dear Secretary, 

I grew up in a commercial fishing family, fishing the coastal waters of California, Oregon, Washington and Alaska. 
Further, as a coastal community – Jefferson County, WA - that depends on a clean and healthy coastal environment, I am 
writing to express strong opposition to new oil and gas lease sales in the next 5-Year OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 
Specifically, we ask that you protect the waters off Washington State from new oil and gas development. 

The expansion of offshore oil and gas development would cause significant negative impacts to our region’s marine 
ecosystems, coastal communities, and vital fishing, recreation and tourism industries. Instead of approving new oil and 
gas leasing in U.S. waters, our nation should prioritize clean energy by investing in renewable energy development. 

Offshore oil and gas development in new areas would require seismic surveys, drilling operations, oil transport by tankers, 
and the installation of platforms, pipelines, and other infrastructure. Collectively these activities would significantly 
damage the environment, marine wildlife, coastal economies and ways of life. New offshore drilling would also expose 
the marine environment and coastal communities to the risks of another catastrophic oil spill. Finally, new offshore oil 
and gas leasing would exacerbate the climate crisis as our nation and world struggle to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

A clear majority of the public is opposed to new offshore oil and gas drilling. To date, nearly 400 municipalities, 2,500 
elected officials, 59,000 businesses and 500,000 fishing families across the United States have formally opposed new 
offshore oil and gas development. The widespread opposition to new offshore drilling in U.S. waters is bipartisan and 
reflected throughout regions of the country. 

Coastal businesses depend on clean beaches and waters, abundant wildlife, and scenic viewsheds – all of which would be 
compromised by the expansion of offshore drilling and an increased risk of spills. A major spill would cause catastrophic 
impacts to these coastal communities, a truth we should have learned from previous spills that have had long-lasting 
impacts on local tourism rates. 

In summary, I’m asking you to protect all U.S. waters including the waters off Washington State from any new oil and gas 
leasing in the next 5-Year OCS Oil and Gas Program.  

Sincerely, 

 
 


