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June 5, 2025

Kelly Hammerle

Office of Renewable Energy
Programs Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management 45600
Woodland Road

Sterling, VA 20166

Dear Ms. Hammerle:

Please accept these comments from the New England Fishery Management Council (New
England Council) on the Request for Information and Comments on the preparation of the 1
National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program. While the Council recognizes
the importance of domestic energy development and energy security, we recommend that the
2024-2029 five-year plan exclude any planning areas in the Northeast region. Leasing and
development of these areas exposes living marine resources and fishing communities to too great
a risk of significant damage.
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The New England Council has primary management jurisdiction over 28 marine fishery
species in Federal waters and includes voting members from Maine to Connecticut. In
addition to managing these fisheries, the Council has enacted measures to identify and
conserve essential fish habitats (EFH), protect deep sea corals, and sustainably manage forage
fisheries. Within the Northeastern Planning Areas, the Council has designated essential fish
habitat (EFH) for all 28 of the species it manages; the Council is concerned about the effects
of extraction activities on fish and their habitats. The Council supports policies for U.S. energy
development that sustain the health of marine ecosystems and fishery resources while
minimizing the risks to the marine environment and fisheries. One such policy is focused on
offshore oil and gas development, which was developed in 2018

Our concerns regarding oil and gas development fall into five categories. First, we are
concerned about direct displacement of fishing due to survey or extraction activities occurring
in offshore environments. Second, sensitive, deepwater benthic habitats in the Atlantic OCS

! New England Fishery Management Council’s Offshore Oil and Gas Development Policy (June 2018):
https://d23h0vhsm2606d.cloudfront.net/NEFMC-Policy-on-Oil-and-Gas-Development-June-2018.pdf



https://d23h0vhsm26o6d.cloudfront.net/NEFMC-Policy-on-Oil-and-Gas-Development-June-2018.pdf

overlap hydrocarbon assessment units. These habitats, which are essential to many deep-sea
species as well as some commercially-exploited stocks, could be substantially impacted by
extraction activities. Third, we are concerned that sounds produced by oil and gas surveys and
drilling operations will harm living marine resources and cause changes in distribution or
abundance of these resources that will in turn affect fishing operations. Fourth, infrastructure
development to support an Atlantic oil and gas industry could harm nearshore fish habitats
which must be fully considered. Finally, there is a risk of chronic leaks and catastrophic
discharge events from oil and gas extraction and transport. Such spills have long-term adverse
effects on marine ecosystems, and cascading effects on human activities that would jeopardize
both vulnerable species and the commercial and fishing industries, as well as coastal tourism
opportunities, which are important to all east coast states.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments to ensure that important social and
ecological issues are considered in the Request for Information and Comments on the
preparation of the National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program. We strongly encourage BOEM
to remove the Northeast Planning Areas from consideration in the revised 2024-2029 leasing
plan. While the Councils recognize the importance of domestic energy development to U.S.
economic security, the marine fisheries throughout the Northeast region of the U.S. are
profoundly important to the social and economic well-being of communities in this region and
provide numerous benefits to the nation, including domestic food security. The oil and gas
leasing areas have substantial overlap with the fisheries and species we manage. We look
forward to working with BOEM to ensure responsible development of domestic energy
resources in the Atlantic OCS.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
(oo /}/?\

Cate O’Keefe
Executive Director



