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Re: Comment for 11%" National OCS Qil and Gas Leasing Program MAA104000

This public comment is in response to the Request for Information and Comments on the Preparation of
the 11th National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program MAA104000.

| am a national board certified Economic Developer and have served as a military liaison advocating for
our military’s mission needs for over twenty years. In my advocacy role, | manage the tri-county Defense
Support Initiative’s Committee, a highly effective and respected military advocacy organization
recognized locally and by the State of Florida. In addition, in 2022 | was appointed to serve on the
Governor’s Florida Defense Support Commission; the state’s military advocate body.

As Manager for Defense Support Initiatives Committee, | am concerned about the national security
implications of allowing offshore energy leasing and development at or near the Outer Continental
Shelves of the United States; namely east of the Military Mission Line in the Eastern Gulf of America, the
Jacksonville Range Complex off Florida’s east coast, and the Northeast Range Complexes off of
Virginia’s Atlantic coast.

Energy infrastructure development in these military test and training areas would encroach upon and
catastrophically jeopardize the effectiveness of the Department of Defense’s readiness and national
defense proficiencies.

The unique land, sea and infrastructure capabilities present in these regions have been developed over
decades through the investment of billions of taxpayer dollars and countless hours of effort by federal,
state, and private and civic organizations. It is critical to maintain the military’s access to highly
instrumented, network-connected, surrogate environments for military preparedness operations.

Recognizing that we have entered a growing technological era demanding more long-range space for
testing our military weapons and training our warfighters, it is imperative that we maintain the capabilities
and capacities currently available to our warfighters. The immediate and long-lasting national security
impact of allowing exploration and development of energy infrastructure inside military ranges threatens
our national security.

While U.S. energy independence is important it should not advance at the expense of our national
security. Therefore, | do not support offshore oil and gas lease sales on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf
in military range areas.
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