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Comment

See attached file(s)

Given the well-known environmental risks of offshore oil and gas development, and the clear and urgent
need to reduce fossil fuel production and use due to climate impacts, I urge the administration to cancel all
offshore leasing plans across the U.S. OCS.

At very least, I urge the administration to eliminate all Arctic sales from the schedule, including in the
Northern Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, and the Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) seabed now
claimed in the Arctic Ocean by the U.S. These Arctic offshore waters are at extreme risk due to climate
impacts/loss of sea ice, and must be protected as much as possible. As we have proposed for years, the
U.S. Arctic Ocean must be designated a fully protected Marine National Monument, and the entire Arctic
Ocean outside of 3 miles from shore should be negotiated as an International Arctic Ocean Sanctuary. See
attached proposal to the previous administration, which ignored the proposal.

Respectfully,

Rick Steiner, Professor, University of Alaska (ret.)
Oasis Earth, Anchorage, Alaska
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