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With respect to the aforementioned proposed program, the Captain Paul Watson Foundation (CPWF)
Chapter for Chicago and lllinois is opposed to the adoption of the proposed offshore oil and gas leasing
program by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management titled "11th National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and
Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program: 1st Analysis and Proposal MAA104000" (Docket No. BOEM-2025-
0483, RIN MAA104000) of November 24, 2025 in any way, shape, or form.

The proposed oil and gas leasing program is irresponsible in the proximity it allows new oil and gas drilling
sales and operations to several endangered species. We are most concerned by the program's proposal to
open up parts of the BOEM Eastern Planning Area of the Gulf of America to renewed oil drilling. The area
being opened up to these activities is right next to the only known population stronghold of the Endangered
Rice's whale (Balaenoptera ricei), the undersea Desoto Canyon and adjacent waters. Due to a combination
of human induced factors including the impacts of overexploitation of the population by commercial whalers
between the 1780s-1877, past oil and gas spills in the Gulf, ship strikes, the negative effects of human
induced climate change, and other forms of pollution, there are less than 50 Mature Rice's whale individuals
left globally. Any further, preventable losses to the population (even single individuals) would be devastating
to the species in its current population state.
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Patricia E. Rosel, Lynsey A. Wilcox, Tadasu K. Yamada, and Keith D. Mullin, 2021. "A new species of
baleen whale (Balaenoptera) from the Gulf of Mexico, with a review of its geographic distribution". Marine
Mammal Science. 37(2): 577-610. https://doi.org/10.1111/mms.12776.

As an example of how the impacts of oil and gas drilling operations in the Gulf of America can be
devastating to this species, one only has to look at the impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill of 2010.
Though the initial spill happened in the Central Planning Area of the Gulf (further away from Desoto
Canyon), the results were still devastating for the Rice's whales population. About 22% of the populations's
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females suffered miscarriages/reproductive failures and 22% of the total population at the time was wiped
out by the oil spill.

NOAA, 2023. "Rice's whales (Balaenoptera ricei): Northern Gulf of Mexico Stock". Government of the
United States of America. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2023-08/Rices-Whale-Northern-Gulf-of-Mexico-2022. pdf.

Though having a total known range stretching from the waters of Western Florida to Eastern Texas, the
Rice's whales main population stronghold today is the Desoto Canyon and the adjacent waters off Florida's
western coast. Any oil or gas spill within the BOEM Eastern Planning Area (including GOA Program Area B)
would with high likelihood be far more devastating to the population based on proximity than even the 2010
Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Ecologically, any further losses of Rice's whale would negatively affect both other aquatic life in the area
and humans as well. Whales including the Rice's whales are known for helping push (through their
movements underwater) nutrients from lower water depths up closer to the water's surface. Providing food
for other organisms including phytoplankton. Phytoplankton in turn help provide 50% of the oxygen humans
breathe on a daily basis. Each individual also sequences massive amounts of carbon throughout their lives.

Ralph Chami, Thomas F. Cosimano, Connel Fullenkamp, and Sena Oztosun, 2019. "Nature's Solution to
Climate Change: A strategy to protect whales can limit greenhouse gases and global warming." International
Monetary Fund (IMF), IMF eLibrary. 56(4). ISBN: 9781498316880.
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/022/0056/004/article-A011-en.xml

The Rice's whales are also legally protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973 and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972. Any oil or gas drilling in the Eastern Planning Area of the Gulf of America
poses too big of an ecological risk to responsibly take. Additionally, we oppose the program's proposed
opening up of the biodiverse waters of California and Alaska to new oil and gas drilling as well.

As alternatives, we instead highly recommend in the immediate for the federal government to quickly repeal
and not replace sections 4, 5, and 6 of Executive Order 14154 (January 20, 2025), and Department of the
Interior Secretary's Orders 3418 "Unleashing American Energy" (February 3, 2025) and 3445 "Unleashing
American Offshore Energy" (November 14, 2025). We also recommend that both the critical habitat for the
whales proposed in 2023 is implemented and all oil and gas drilling operations in both the Eastern Planning
Area and the critical habitat of the whales are permanently banned.

These unique whales are national treasures, deserving of respect and protection.
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