
 
DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVES COMMITTEE 

OKALOOSA, SANTA ROSA AND WALTON COUNTIES 

A Great American Defense Community 

Post Office Box 4097, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549 
850-362-6467,  www.militaryfriendlynwf.com 

October 22, 2025 
 
The Honorable Roger Wicker, Chairman 
United States Senate Armed Services Committee 
Russell Senate Building Room 228 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Wicker, 
 
On behalf of the entire tri-county Defense Support Initiatives Committee, which represents 
community and business leaders, retired military personnel, and Military Affairs Committees across 
Northwest Florida, we strongly urge your support to protect the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range 
(EGTTR) from oil drilling and related energy exploration activities.  As the largest military range in 
the continental United States, the EGTTR is vital to national security. It is used by all branches of the 
military for critical defense operations, and it provides unparalleled air, water surface, and subsurface 
training opportunities. The range also plays an essential role in water-to-land transition training and 
the testing of advanced weapon systems. 
 
Drilling and exploratory activities in the Eastern Gulf would pose significant threats to both our 
national security and military readiness. As noted in a May 2018 statement from the Under Secretary 
of Defense: “The eastern Gulf of Mexico continues to be a strategic national asset critical to the 
lethality of our weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members.” Furthermore, a 
Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico) 
underscores that “The EGOMEX (eastern Gulf of Mexico) is an irreplaceable national asset. No other 
area offers the DoD a comparable combination of air space, water space, and existing infrastructure 
to support military activities.” 
 
While proponents of drilling cite potential economic benefits, such as 56,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in 
annual revenue, the defense-related economic impact at risk is far greater. According to the 2020 
Florida Defense Factbook, Eglin Air Force Base, in northwest Florida, alone contributes over $9 
billion annually and supports over 78,000 jobs. Florida’s defense sector overall contributes $95 billion 
to the economy and provides nearly 915,000 jobs. These numbers clearly demonstrate the far-
reaching economic impact of our military presence, which would be jeopardized by any disruption to 
military operations in the EGTTR. 
 
Oil drilling and associated exploratory activities are incompatible with the complex and sensitive 
nature of military training and testing. They would harm military readiness, reduce our ability to 
maintain military superiority, and risk national security.  We respectfully request your unwavering 
support in securing permanent protections for the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range, ensuring it 
remains a safe and viable training and testing area for our military. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and continued leadership on behalf of our national defense. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Garry Haase, Colonel USAF (Ret) 
Chairman 
 
Cc: Senator Moody, Senator Scott, Congressman Patronis, Congressman Dunn 


