Friends 7+ Everglades

— Founded by Marjory Stoneman Douglas in 1969 —

The Honorable Matthew Giacona
Acting Director
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
December 15, 2025

Dear Acting Director Giacona,

We write to express our opposition to the inclusion of the Eastern Gulf of America in the
11th National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program.
Friends of the Everglades was founded in 1969 by Marjory Stoneman Douglas to protect
America’s Everglades, a vital and interconnected ecosystem stretching from Orlando to
the Florida Keys and east and west to the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. After decades of
pollution and alterations to the region’s hydrology, the Everglades already exist in an
imperiled state, in need of ongoing work to restore the flow of abundant and clean water
into the ecosystem’s wetlands. Qil drilling off the coast of the Everglades further
threatens the restoration of this ecosystem.

In the years since the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, research has shown the reach of that
disaster. Oil coated the beaches of Florida’s Panhandle and was found near the shores
of Tampa Bay, and even wrapped around the peninsula to the Atlantic Coast.” The lease
plan released by BOEM calls for oil drilling as close as 100 miles off the coast of Florida.
An oil spill in that proximity, even a fraction a size of the Deepwater Horizon event, would
be disastrous for the coastal Everglades.

There is significant evidence that an oil spill could have huge ramifications for multiple
Everglades ecosystems. Vital seagrass meadows would be threatened by a spill. A
resulting die-off would harm an
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ecosystem vital for manatees, sea turtles, dolphins, important sport fish, and
commercially important lobster and stone crab. Oil entering mangrove islands and
forests would be an immense challenge to clean, threatening oysters, as well as
impacting critical habitat for coastal and wading birds, fish, crustaceans and more.
Additionally, the Everglades serve as a buffer for the Florida peninsula, with mangrove
forests and other wetlands that protect against the high winds of hurricanes and tropical
storms, preventing loss of life and excess economic disaster caused by storm surge
and flooding. The destruction caused by an oil spill would further endanger millions of
Floridians to the impact of hurricanes due to the loss of this buffer habitat.

The coastal Everglades that would be threatened by oil drilling in the eastern Gulf are one
of a kind and hold tremendous value both ecologically and economically. As our founder
famously wrote, “There are no other Everglades in the world.” We believe it is critical to
protect this one-of-a kind treasure, and therefore we strongly oppose the planned sale of
leases in the Gulf of America Program Area B.

Sincerely,

Eve Samples
Executive Director, Friends of the Everglades
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