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Mapping the Risk: All Coasts at Stake

Major U.S. coastal regions are at risk of
expanded drilling, including the West, Gulf, and
Alaskan coasts.

In April of 2025 the Department of the Interior’s
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)
initiated the process to develop a new oil and
gas leasing schedule for U.S. waters, known as
the National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and
Gas Program (Five-Year Plan). In November of
2025, the Draft Proposed Program was
published, which reflects areas that will remain
under leasing consideration.

Offshore drilling poses a direct threat to the
fisheries, wildlife, coastal businesses, and local
communities that rely on a clean coast for their
livelihoods.

The Five-Step OCS Leasing Approval Process
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EfZ See What Leaders Are Saying

To see highlights from elected officials,
business leaders, and NGOs against
more leasing, visit stopthedrill.org.

BOEM Considers Massive Expansion of Offshore Drilling

Overview of the 11th National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program Development
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The National OCS Program Development Process

The development of the Five-Year Plan is governed by the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act,
mandating a multi-step schedule with opportunities for public input. Within the RFI, BOEM
requested public comments on exploration and development activities, including seismic
blasting and oil rigs, within protected areas which include National Marine Sanctuaries, Marine
National Monuments, and areas previously subject to Presidential withdrawals.
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