
 

 
 
 
 
Defend Our Coast: Keep Oil Off Our Shores 
 
The California Coastal Protection Act (AB 1448/ Hart) aims to defend California’s beautiful coast, marine life, and 
economy against the dangers of offshore oil drilling. The bill is necessary given the Trump Administration’s pledge to 
expand offshore drilling in federal waters off California.  
Revival of offshore drilling will damage our natural heritage 

Offshore drilling poses a renewed danger to California. Although President Biden permanently protected waters off California 
from offshore oil leasing, President Trump unlawfully revoked those protections on his first day in office. The federal 
government is set to expand drilling, which will harm coastal communities and wildlife. California knows all too well the 
damage from offshore drilling and oil spills. The 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill, the 2015 Plains All American pipeline spill, and 
the 2021 Amplify spill caused extensive environmental damage—killing thousands of marine mammals, seabirds, and fish—
and resulting in millions of dollars in economic losses. Onshore, oil processing facilities and refineries pollute vulnerable 
neighborhoods.  

California Coastal Protection Act — AB 1448 (Hart) — a vital safeguard   

AB 1448 is designed to strengthen current law and provide comprehensive protection against offshore drilling dangers. This 
bill would: 

• Prohibit the use of existing oil infrastructure to expand federal oil production: The bill builds on current law by 
enabling the state to stop projects that would expand federal drilling using existing leases and infrastructure in state 
waters. 
 

• Strengthen state authority on leases: The bill requires the State Lands Commission to consider additional factors 
before deciding whether to renew, modify, amend, extend, or transfer oil and gas infrastructure leases. 
 

• Tighten gaps in California's offshore drilling ban: The bill closes the last remaining loophole for leasing in state 
waters. 

Californians oppose expanded offshore drilling, AB 1448 supports coastal communities 

Offshore drilling poses significant risks of oil spills, which can devastate marine life and coastal economies. California's 
coastline is a vital economic asset, contributing over $51 billion annually and supporting over 500,000 jobs. Most 
Californians oppose expanded drilling off the California coast. The California Coastal Protection Act is essential to protect 
the state's coastline and marine environment, safeguard its economy, and ensure public safety. By strengthening current 
state law, this bill provides robust protection against the threats of harm posed by offshore drilling. 

AB 1448 co-sponsors: the Center for Biological Diversity, Environmental Defense Center, and Oceana.  
 
Contact:  
Miyoko Sakashita, Center for Biological Diversity, miyoko@biologicaldiversity.org 
Linda Krop, Environmental Defense Center, lkrop@environmentaldefensecenter.org 
Christina Scaringe, Center for Biological Diversity, cscaringe@biologicaldiversity.org  
Jennifer Fearing and Marie Liu, on behalf of Oceana, jennifer@fearlessadvocacy.com and marie.liu@fearlessadvocacy.com  
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