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June 12, 2018

California State Senate
California Assembly
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Please Support SB 1017 — Sustainable Swordfish & Marine Life Protection Act of 2018

Dear Members of the California State Senate and Assembly,

We write to urge your support for SB 1017 to phase out the use of drift gillnet gear in California’s
offshore waters while promoting sustainable, local fisheries.

Mile-long drift gillnets, meant for swordfish and thresher sharks, form underwater walls that entangle
iconic ocean marine life, preventing them from surfacing for air where many eventually drown or become
critically injured. After soaking in the ocean overnight, the nets are pulled from the water often
containing unacceptably high numbers of dead and dying animals—including whales, dolphins, sea lions,
sea turtles, numerous shark species and many other ecologically and economically important finfish such
as striped marlin.

Both historically and in recent years, the swordfish drift gillnet fishery on average throws back to sea
more marine life than it keeps, with among the highest bycatch rates in U.S. fisheries. Representing over
70 different species, at least 20 percent of this bycatch is already dead prior to being discarded and it is



not known how many more animals die after being released. With cleaner gear types available and
historic lows in fishery participation, it is time to phase out the remaining swordfish drift gillnets and
incentivize the use of cleaner fishing methods. A new method of swordfish fishing called deep-set buoy
gear has been shown, through California Ocean Protection Council-funded research and three years of
commercial trials, to effectively catch swordfish with minimal bycatch, earning higher prices than drift
gillnet-caught swordfish due to the better quality of the product. The Pacific Fishery Management
Council (PFMC) is currently in the process of authorizing this method for commercial use.

Recent state and federal efforts to reduce swordfish drift gillnet bycatch through additional management
measures have failed. After an extensive, multi-year stakeholder process, the PFMC unanimously
recommended in September 2015 to impose hard caps on the bycatch of endangered marine mammals
and sea turtles, and require 100% observer coverage or electronic monitoring of drift gillnet vessels by

2018.

However, in June 2017, after proposing regulations to implement the PEMC’s recommendations, the
National Marine Fisheries Service withdrew the proposed rule, and has yet to move forward with
increased monitoring requirements. The California Fish and Game Commission and Department of Fish
and Wildlife supported the hard caps and 100 percent monitoring requirements, strongly opposed the
federal government’s decision to withdraw the proposed rule, and opposed the recent creation of federal

DGN permits.

Due to concerns about bycatch, the states of Washington and Oregon no longer permit their fishermen to
use large mesh drift gillnets, leaving California as the last remaining state in the nation to allow its
fishermen to use this indiscriminate fishing method. For the benefit of healthy oceans and coastal
economies that rely on robust marine life populations and California’s reputation as a producer of
sustainable seafood, we thank you and offer our support for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Paloma Aguirre

Coastal and Marine Director
Wildcoast

Imperial Beach, CA

Sara Aminzadeh

Executive Director

California Coastkeeper Alliance
San Francisco, CA

JD Bergeron

Executive Director
International Bird Rescue
Fairfield, CA

Jeff Boehm, Ph.D.
Executive Director

The Marine Mammal Center
Sausalito, CA

Corrine Brindley

Corporate Vice President, State Affairs
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment

San Diego, CA

Christopher Chin

Executive Director, Center for Oceanic
Awareness, Research, & Education (COARE)
Oakland, CA

Dianna Cohen

Chief Executive Officer
Plastic Pollution Coalition
Berkeley, CA

Kim Delfino

California Program Director
Defenders of Wildlife
Sacramento, CA



Eve Egan

Director

Native Animal Rescue
Santa Cruz, CA

Courtney Fern

Director of Government Relations
Nonhuman Rights Project

Los Angeles, CA

Diane Glim

Secretary

American Cetacean Society
Pacific Grove, CA

Miriam Gordon
Policy Director
Upstream Policy
San Francisco, CA

Marce Gutiérrez-Graudins
Founder / Director

Azul

Daly City, CA

Gary Hughes

Senior California Advocacy Campaigner
Friends of the Earth - US

Berkeley, CA

Dan Jacobson

State Director
Environment California
Sacramento, CA

Marilyn Jasper

Chair

Public Interest Coalition
Loomis, CA

Hardy Jones
Executive Director
BlueVoice.org

St. Augustine, FL

Susan Jordan

Executive Director

California Coastal Protection Network
Santa Barbara, CA

Judy Ki

Chair

Asian Pacific Ocean Harmony Alliance
Sacramento, CA

Peter Knights
CEO

WildAid

San Francisco, CA

Brandy Kuentzel
General Counsel
San Francisco SPCA
San Francisco, CA

Lindsay Larris

Senior Staff Attorney, Legislative Affairs
Animal Legal Defense Fund

Cotati, CA

Rico Mastrodonato

Senior Government Relations Manager
The Trust For Public Land
Sacramento, CA

Chuck Mills

Director of Public Policy and Grants
California RelLeaf

Sacramento, CA

Crystal Moreland

California State Director

The Humane Society of the United States
Sacramento, CA

Eddie Moreno

Policy Advocate
Sierra Club California
Sacramento, CA

Lance Morgan

President and CEO

Marine Conservation Institute
Glen Ellen, CA

Garth Murphy

Vice President Encinitas Arts Culture &
Ecology Alliance

Encinitas, CA

Brian Nowicki

California Climate Policy Director
Center for Biological Diversity
Sacramento, CA

Katherine O'Dea
Executive Director
Save Our Shores
Santa Cruz, CA



Matt O'Malley
Executive Director

San Diego Coastkeeper
San Diego, CA

April Peebler
Executive Director
Heirs To Our Oceans
Redwood City, CA

Nicole Portley
Marine Campaigner
Pacific Environment
San Francisco, CA

Jessica Pratt

Assistant Professor

University of California, Irvine
Irvine, CA

Jennifer Savage
California Policy Manager
Surfrider Foundation

San Clemente, CA

Geoff Shester, Ph.D.

Senior Scientist & California Campaign Director
Oceana

Monterey, CA

Maris Sidenstecker
Executive Director
Save the Whales
Seaside, CA

CcC: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom

Sarah Sikich

California Policy Manager
Heal the Bay

Santa Monica, CA

Dan Silver

Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League
Los Angeles, CA

Leslie Tamminen

Director

Seventh Generation Advisors
Santa Monica, CA

Sylvia Targ

Vice President

Ocean Society of Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Julianna Tetlow

Director, Government Relations
San Diego Humane Society
San Diego, CA

Andria Ventura

Toxics Program Manager
Clean Water Action
Oakland, CA

Mati Waiya

Executive Director

Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation
Malibu, CA

Chuck Bonham, Director, California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Pacific Fishery Management Council



