BAPAC

BUSINESS ALLIANCE FOR PROTECTING
THE ATLANTIC COAST

July 20, 2017

The Honorable Roy Cooper

Governor of the state of North Carolina
North Carolina Office of the Governor
20301 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-0301

Dear Governor Cooper,

The Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast (BAPAC) extends it sincere appreciation
for your opposition to offshore drilling and seismic airgun blasting for subsea oil and gas
deposits in the Atlantic Ocean. BAPAC represents over 41,000 businesses and 500,000
commercial fishing families from Maine to Florida, all of which thrive largely as result of a
healthy Atlantic Ocean which is threatened by offshore oil and gas activities.

We ask that you formally comment in opposition on the recent issuance of Incidental Harassment
Authorizations by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). This process is the first step to
issuing permits that could allow geophysical & geological (G&G) companies to injure and
disrupt marine mammals as they blast the water column with seismic airguns to search for subsea
oil and gas deposits, a destructive exploration process.

The Department of Interior estimates that proposed seismic airgun blasting off the East Coast
could injure up to 138,000 marine mammals and disturb millions more. These marine mammals
are an integral part of the Atlantic Coast tourism economy. In their healthy state these animals
are eagerly sought out by tourists using small business sight-seeing vessels. When these
mammals are injured or harassed by seismic blasting, the response is at a minimum
displacement and at worse stranding and death on beaches.

Various fish species have been scientifically shown to be impacted by seismic airgun blasting. In
2014, the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, Duke University, and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) conducted a study of reef-fish during seismic
surveying. The results showed a 78% decline in reef-fish abundance during the evening hours
when fish habitat use was highest on the previous three days without seismic noise. According to
the study, “the significant reduction in fish occupation of the reef represents disruption to daily
pattern.” Another study by Engas, Lokkeborg, Ona and Vold Soldal showed trawl catches of cod
and haddock, and longline catches of haddock declined by about 70%, and longline catches of
cod by 45% after seismic surveys started. Furthermore, the study found that “abundance of catch
rates did not return to preshooting levels during the 5-day period after seismic shooting ended.”
Our commercial fisherman should not bear the brunt of impacts from the oil and gas industry.

The exploration involves more than seismic blasting. It also requires offshore oil and gas drilling
to definitively locate deposits, putting our coastline at risk of chronic oil spills, and the looming
threat of another BP Deepwater Horizon-like disaster.




Offshore drilling and exploration are simply incompatible with our sustainable coastal tourism,
commercial fishing, and recreation economies. Such long-standing Atlantic Ocean use not only
fuels our regional economies, but also defines the lifestyle of coastal communities up and down
the entire eastern seaboard.

If East Coast communities are exposed to dirty and dangerous offshore drilling and exploration,
we put today’s nearly 1.4 million jobs and over $95 billion in annual gross domestic product at
risk. The past administration attempted to open the Atlantic Ocean to offshore drilling
activities, but instead ignited a groundswell of local opposition which ultimately compelled the
White House to remove the Atlantic from consideration. To date, 125 East Coast municipalities
and more than 1,200 elected officials have formally opposed seismic airgun blasting and/or
offshore drilling, as well as the Mid- and South Atlantic Fishery Management Councils, NASA,
the Department of Defense, and the Florida Defense Support Task Force. Coastal communities
simply do not want offshore drilling, and without the desire to drill, it is simply unnecessary
and unduly economically harmful to explore for oil and gas deposits.

As the opposition only continues to grow in recent months, the Trump Administration would be
wary to revisit this issue. President Trump’s recent executive order puts Atlantic waters back on
the table for potential offshore drilling and fast-tracks harmful seismic airgun blasting — creating
an uncertain economic future and jeopardizing the livelihoods of millions of Americans.

We thank you for using your authority as governor to publicly oppose offshore exploration
and drilling in the Atlantic. We ask that you formally submit your opposition to these risky,
short-term endeavors that favor only oil companies at the expense of local businesses and
fishing communities.

Sincerely,

Gt
Frank Knapp Jr:

President & CEQO
BAPAC

Tom Kies

President & CEQO

Carteret County Chamber of Commerce
Vice President - BAPAC

Karen Brown

President & CEO

QOuter Banks Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors - BAPAC

Pat Broom

Board of Directors

Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors - BAPAC
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North Carolina BAPAC members:

Jill Bennett
Birthday Suits
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Mary Burkart
Roanoke Island Animal clinic
Manteo, North Carolina

Chris Hess
Quter Banks Internet, North Carolina.
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Richard Jones
Good Hops Brewing
Carolina Beach, North Carolina

Wendy Ray
Beach Mart North Carolina
Nags Head, North Carolina

Charles Tomlin

Awesome Remodeling and Home
Maintenance LLC.

Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Grady Davis

Realtor Selling of Homes for Buyers and
Sellers

Nags Head, North

Carolina James Poulos

1949 it
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Benjamin Elliott
Custom Audio

Corolla, North Carolina

Ryan Speckman
Locals Seafood LLC
Raleigh, North Carolina

Nathalie Martin
Martin Medical Writing & Consulting

Ede Graves
Classic Attic
Charlotte, North Carolina

Lee Nettles
Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
Manteo, North Carolina

Mark Hooper
Hooper Family Seafood
Smyrna, North Carolina

Ruth Smith
Missie Smith Photography
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Tina ONeal
Sun Realty
Avon, North Carolina

Mike Remige
Jennette's Pier
Nags Head, North Carolina

Morgan Mason
The Outer Banks Real Estate Company LLC
Southern Shores, North Carolina

Tracy Chafin
OBX Life Photography
Manteo, North Carolina

Jim Rivera
W. James Rivera, PE
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Amy McDonnell
Beef Jerky Outlet Outer Banks
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Patty McKenna
The Well Yoga Co-op
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina
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Holly springs, North
Carolina Rich Detar

SPCA of Wake Co
Raleigh, North Carolina

Susan West
Lucy B. .
Buxton, North Carolina

Rebecca Marlin
Quter Banks Wild Care
Buxton, North Carolina

Rabiah Hodges
Chameleon Clogs
Powells Point, North Carolina

Shannon Bracy Property
Management Kitty Haek,
North Carolina

Robert Perry
Robert T Perry, LLC
Raleigh, North Carolina

Emily Quinn
One Source Communications
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Paul Sabadash
Sun Realty
Corolla NC

Jessica Howells
Western Piedmont Community College
Morganton, North Carolina

Melissa Nelson
Hatteras Realty
Hatteras, North Carolina

Kelly Grabl
Cre8ingBalaNorth Carolina
Rodanthe, North Carolina

Chris McCaffity
Reel Job Fishing LLC
Morehead, North Carolina

Michelle Cox
Hatteras Realty
Avon, North Carolina

Cathy Williams
Beach Painting
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Sarah Kershner
The Outer Banks Hospital
Nags Head, North Carolina

David Henderson
Integration Massage
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Dawn Butcher

Carolina Custom Homes & Remodeling,

North Carolina.
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Helen Furr
North Beach Sun Magazine
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Timothy Sweeney
College of the Albemarle
Southern Shores, North Carolina

Torey Ossman
Sea North Carolina Resort
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Jennifer Thompson
Barefoot Pool Service
Southern Shores, North Carolina

Lee Whitley
Brindley Beach
Duck, North Carolina

Jessica Moody
Village Yoga
Duck, North Carolina

Tammy East
East Homes, North Carolina
Point Harbor, North Carolina
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Michael O'Sullivan
Ripple Pools & Spas
Rodanthe, North Carolina

Randi Machovec
Spinfinite Designs
Rodanthe, North Carolina

Jason Conley
SoundSide Pools, North Carolina.
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Laik LePera
First Colony Inn
Nags Head, North Carolina

Gin Flowers
Cloud Nine
Nags Head, North Carolina

Tanya Hill
TLC InsuraNorth Carolina
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Bruce Hilpert
My Boo Heaven
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Allison Osmon
North State Landscaping and Lawn Care
Nags Head, North Carolina

John Woolard
Whichard Woolard Wealth Management
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

John Woolard
Roosters Southern Kitchen
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Grant Smith
Simpleside Construction
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Natalie Painter
Natalie Painter OBX Realtor
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
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Jonathon Collins
Giant Slice Pizza
Corolla, North Carolina

Charlotte Alexander
Alexander Pottery
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Deborah Mills
Deborah S Mills, CPA, P. C.
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Ben Cahoon

Cahoon and Kasten Architects
Nags Head, North Carolina
Mickey Baker

Mermaid’s Folly

Ocracoke, North Carolina

Adam Baldwin
Access Design
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Nicholas Nesbitt
Island revolution
Corolla, North Carolina

Phyllis Cole
Real Estate Broker
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Susan Harman-Scott

Susan Harman-Scott, Attorney at Law,

PLIL
Manteo, North Carolina

Jessica Hoodak
Jolly Roger
Ocracoke, North Carolina

Judith Burnette
Judy Burnette Realty LLC
Nags Head, North Carolina

Lynn Watson
LNA Marketing L1.C
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina




Felicia Daniels
Island InsuraNorth Carolina Age
Manteo, North Carolina

John Rosendale
RaveNorth Carolina Adventures
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Sean Hayes
First mate and licensed captain
Manteo, North Carolina

Joe Thompson
Koru Village
Avon, North Carolina

Robert Muller
Don & Catharine Bryan Cultural Series
Nags Head, North Carolina

Ellisa Thompson
Koru Village
Avon, North Carolina

Tracy Nichols
The Stock Aide
Manteo, North Carolina

Robin Rector
Lady Jane Taxi Service
Nags Head, North Carolina

Maureen McGovern
First National Bank
Nags Head, North Carolina

William Sport
Retired Military
Nags Head, North Carolina

Robert Walker
Suite P., North Carolina
KDH, North Carolina

Brent Nultemeier
BN Design
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Colleen Almoney
Century 21
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Craig Peel
Peel's Painting
Nags Head, North Carolina

Brenda Webster
Towne InsuraNorth Carolina
Wilmington, North Carolina

Tinaq ONeal
Sun Realty
Avon, North Carolina

Leslie Lanier
Books to be Red
Ocracoke, North Carolina

Paul Pearse
Third Avenue Partners
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Trafford Hill
Hatteras Realty
Waves, North Carolina

Kay Minis

Mano al Hermano Family Literacy Program

Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Richard Kinne
soundfronts.com
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Mary S Stark
Making Waves Studio
Frisco, North Carolina

Kelly Pierce
TowneBank
Southern Shores, North Carolina

Vicki Poe
Cahoon and Kasten Architects
Nags Head, North Carolina
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Brian Klauser

Colleen Shriver OceanAir Sports
Sun and Sea Avon, North Carolina
Manteo, North Carolina
Lauren Zaritsky Hannah McOwen
Outer Banks Oral Surgery Outer Banks This Week
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina Manteo, North Carolina
Whitney Harris
Kill Devil Hills NC Randy Foster
Outer Banks Home Inspection Services, Inc.

Karen Bachman Deborah Bair
GR Little Age North Carolina North Carolina Culture
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina Sanford, North Carolina
Beth Garcia Patricia Jones
Coldwell Banker Seaside Realty Good Hops Brewing
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina Carolina Beach, North Carolina
Lori O'Connor Todd Miller
Barrier Consulting North Carolina Coastal Federation
Manteo, North Carolina

Brian McDonald
Patricia Broom Outer Banks Heating & Cooling
Phoenix Restoration Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina

Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina
Dawne Witmer

C Barton Decker First Flight InsuraNorth Carolina Group,
Hatteras Island Surf & Sailing North Carolina.
Waves, North Carolina Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
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