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Ms. Shana Kinsey-Carlsen                                                         July 25, 2017 

Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 235 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

                                                                  

RE: DHR Project File No.: 2017-3610, Received by DHR: July 7, 2014 

BOEM Request for Information/Comment: 5-Year OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program for  

2019-2024  

 SAI#: FL201707078057 

 

Dear Ms. Kinsey-Carlsen: 

 

This office reviewed the referenced document to identify issues for possible concerns regarding impact to 

historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. Our review was 

conducted in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended, 

Chapters 267 and 373, Florida Statutes, Florida’s Coastal Management Program, and implementing state 

regulations, for possible impact to historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register 

of Historic Places, or otherwise of historical, architectural, or archaeological value.  The State Historic 

Preservation Officer is to advise and assist state and federal agencies when identifying historic properties, 

assessing effects upon them, and considering alternatives to avoid or minimize adverse effects. 

 

We reviewed the information submitted regarding the proposed 5-year leasing program. Should the 

moratoria areas offshore of Florida be opened in the future for leasing and exploration, this agency would 

have concerns about potential adverse impacts to significant archaeological resources. However, if 

requirements are in place for historic resources surveys to locate and evaluate historic sites and properties, 

and measures are undertaken for the avoidance of adverse impacts to significant resources, then it will be 

the opinion of this agency that historic resource concerns are adequately addressed. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Deena Woodward, Community Assistance Consultant, by email 

at Deena.Woodward@dos.myflorida.com, or by telephone at 850.245.6333 or 800.847.7278. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D., RPA 

Director, Division of Historical Resources  

& State Historic Preservation Officer 













 
To:  Shana Kinsey-Carlsen 
 Environmental Specialist III  

Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 47 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 

 
From: Daniel C. Phelps, P.G.  

Geological Investigations Section 
Florida Geological Survey 
Department of Environmental Protection 
3000 Commonwealth Boulevard, Suite 1 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
 

Date: August 4, 2017 
 
Subject: Request for Information/Comment: 5-Year National Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2019-2024 
 
This memorandum is being provided in response to a request for information from the 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management regarding the new five-year OCS program 
(2019-2024).  There were eight identified topical items for which information and 
comments were requested.  However, the Florida Geological Survey can only comment 
on three of the topics as they relate to our area of expertise.  Those topics are:  
 

• Geographical, geological and ecological characteristics of the planning areas of 
the OCS and nearshore and coastal environments. 

• Other uses of the areas including fisheries, navigation, military, sea lanes, 
potential sites of deep water ports, potential alternative energy (wind or wave) 
sites, and other uses of OCS resources. 

• Environmental sensitivity and marine productivity of the planning areas. 
 
Geographical, geological and ecological characteristics of the planning areas of the 
OCS and nearshore and coastal environments: 
 
Infilled sinkholes occur on the OCS off the northeast and central east coast of Florida.  
These features typically exhibit little or no bathymetric expression.  It is conceivable that 
exploratory and/or production wells, test borings or the placement of bottom supported 
structures proximal to these features could result in the activation of artesian flow to the 
seabed from the Floridan aquifer system.  Such features may also represent 
geohazards to the stability of bottom supported and bottom involved structures and 
installations.    
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Submarine springs are known to exist off both the east and west coast of Florida.  
However, the extent and number of these features is currently unknown due to a lack of 
data.  Some springs exhibit dynamic flow and probably respond to tidal cycles as they 
both take water and discharge water depending on the tidal cycle.  These features could 
potentially provide a pathway for contaminants to enter the Floridan aquifer system 
should there be a release of petroleum.  We recommend, in areas along the OCS in 
areas where known karst features exist, that any exploratory operations take the 
appropriate precaution to both identify and protect these features.   
 
Accumulations of gas hydrates occur within the near seafloor sediments on the OCS 
along the coast of Florida.  These accumulations of shallow gas hydrates present the 
potential risk of localized massive gas releases should they be disturbed by the 
placement on the seafloor of installations with substantive sub-seabed impacts or if they 
are intersected by well bores.  While that risk is assumed to be negligible, there are 
potential impacts of such a release on natural resources proximal to it.   
 
It is requested that, in the leasing program stipulations, the Florida Geological Survey 
(FGS) be given access to all non-proprietary geological, geochemical and geophysical 
data.  This would include bottom samples, borings and stratigraphic test information as 
well as sub-bottom profiler, side scan sonar, swath bathymetry, and traditional 
bathymetric survey data collected proximal to the coast of Florida.  While the FGS has a 
general interest in geologic data, our use of these data, beyond enhancing our 
understanding of the geology of Florida, would be to add to and enhance both the 
Reconnaissance Offshore Sand Search Inventory (ROSSI) database http://rossi.urs-
tally.com/ and the FGS’s database https://softlive.dep.state.fl.us/fgs/data-maps.  

 
Sub-bottom profiler, side scan sonar and swath bathymetry data collected prior to the 
placement of any proposed offshore installations off the coast of Florida which might serve 
to delineate areas of live bottom and hard ground, as well as potential accumulations of 
beach restoration quality sand resources off the coast of Florida, are of value.  Any data 
that would help define the lateral and vertical extent of such accumulations would be of 
interest.   While the 100-foot bathymetric contour is considered the present practical limit of 
dredging for beach restoration quality sand, given need, such limitations may change in 
the future. 
 
Data that facilitates the understanding of the hydrogeology of Florida are also of interest 
to the FGS.  Data that facilitates investigations of infilled karstic collapse features so 
that they might be avoided as potential geohazards to bottom supported or bottom 
involved installations are of particular interest.  
  
Other uses of the areas including fisheries, navigation, military, sea lanes, potential 
sites of deep water ports, potential alternative energy (wind, ocean current or wave) 
sites, and other uses of OCS resources: 
 
Potential resource conflicts associated with the possible sequestration of beach 
restoration quality sand underlying or near structures installed for the extraction and 

http://rossi.urs-tally.com/
http://rossi.urs-tally.com/
https://softlive.dep.state.fl.us/fgs/data-maps


conveyance of oil and gas, may occur. To further explain the criticality of these potential 
conflicts, consider the following: 
 

• Beach erosion is of constant concern in Florida.   
• Shore protection options, in various portions of the state, are limited by extensively 

urbanized coastal areas with substantial commercial and residential development 
proximal to the beach which make asset relocation or abandonment difficult. 

• The shore protection measure of choice is the periodic placement of sand along the 
beach.   

• As coastal development in the State of Florida proceeds and readily available 
onshore sources of suitable borrow material become depleted or uneconomical, 
offshore sand bodies are increasingly sought after as sources of beach 
restoration-quality sand.     

 
Sites where wind and ocean current energy could be exploited exist offshore of the 
coast of Florida.  The potential for exploitation of ocean current energy, offshore of the 
southeast coast of Florida, would be located where the Gulf Stream flows.  
 
The environmental sensitivity and marine productivity of the planning areas: 

Florida’s extensive coastline is home to a diversity of environments. These include mud 
banks and sea grass flats within Florida Bay, marshes, mangroves and almost pure 
silica sand, mixed silica and shell sand, and carbonate sand beaches, as well as 
eroding bluffs and both exposed and sheltered tidal flats.  Florida’s offshore resources 
include environmentally sensitive coral reefs offshore of both southern and southeastern 
Florida, hard grounds, hard bottoms and submerged karstic features.   
 
The Ixtoc and Deepwater Horizon/BP spills in the Gulf of Mexico serve as historical 
references regarding potential impacts to coastal environments from petroleum 
releases.  Should similar events occur in the portion of the South Atlantic Planning area 
offshore of the northeast and central east coast of Florida currents would likely spread 
such a spill or spills widely along the Florida east coast.  If such a spill or spills were to 
occur in the Florida Straits the action of the Gulf Stream would most likely widely 
disburse the spill or spills northeastward.  The result would spread the impact over a 
broad area of coral reefs and coast line, potentially from the Dry Tortugas and Keys of 
Monroe County north through the beaches of Miami/Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, 
Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Brevard counties.  Ultimately, in either case, the 
deleterious effects of such a spill or spills would likely negatively impact both the 
environment and economy of the entire east coast of Florida.  Were such a spill or spills 
to occur within the Eastern Gulf of Mexico Planning Area, dispersal patterns might put 
the natural resources of the Panhandle and west coasts of Florida at risk.   

 
  
 
 



From: Michael Busha
To: Kinsey, Shana
Cc: Stephanie Heidt
Subject: RE: SAI # FL FL201707078057 - Request for Information on new 5-year National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing

Program for 2019-2024
Date: Thursday, August 03, 2017 12:45:09 PM
Attachments: image005.png

Request_OSC_2019-2024_Program.pdf

Council staff has conducted a preliminary review of the proposed program. Attached
please find the draft comments. Final comments as approved by the Regional
Planning Council will be made available to you after the next scheduled meeting of
the Council Board on September 15, 2017.
 
Michael J. Busha, AICP
Executive Director
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council
421 SW Camden Avenue
Stuart, FL  34994
772.221.4060
mbusha@tcrpc.org
 
 
From: Kinsey, Shana [mailto:Shana.Kinsey@dep.state.fl.us] 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2017 2:28 PM
To: Johnson, John S.; Woodward, Deena S.; 'timothy.parsons@dos.myflorida.com';
conservationplanningservices@myfwc.com; jennifer.goff@myfwc.com; Gregg, Lisa; Phelps, Dan; Taylor,
David M.; martin.markovich@dot.state.fl.us; KAL.KNICKERBOCKER@FRESHFROMFLORIDA.COM; Dow,
Roxane; Lazar, Ann; Harper, Jennifer; Shirley, Michael; Laakkonen, Keith; Walczak, Joanna;
julia.espy@laspbs.state.fl.us; ron@rlbookpa.com; dimbler@thearpc.com; austin.mount@wfrpc.org;
CRietow@thearpc.com; koons@ncfrpc.org; hharling@ecfrpc.org; mwuerstle@swfrpc.org;
bteeple@nefrc.org; sean@tbrpc.org; isabelc@sfrpc.com; Michael Busha; Judy.Jamison@att.net;
gfbeatty@yahoo.com; Havens,Karl; shenson@co.okaloosa.fl.us; 'tforsgren@ccaflorida.org';
fishawk@aol.com; cpattison@1000fof.org; jwraithmell@audubon.org; chlee2@earthlink.net;
rogerb@santarosa.fl.gov; billhogarth@usf.edu; DCPPermits@deo.myflorida.com; Hamilton, Shawn;
Strong, Greg; Prather, Jeff; Yeargan, Mary; Smith, Jennifer K.; Iglehart, Jon; kwilkins@myescambia.com;
pgchunn@myescambia.com; alanp@fairpoint.net; info@environmentflorida.org;
eaeddy@gulfbreezefl.gov; shenson@co.okaloosa.fl.us; philipkramer@fio.usf.edu;
jared.williams@laspbs.state.fl.us
Cc: terri.stoutamire@deo.myflorida.com; Prado, Rebecca; Stahl, Chris
Subject: SAI # FL FL201707078057 - Request for Information on new 5-year National OCS Oil and Gas
Leasing Program for 2019-2024
Importance: High
 

Memorandum
 
TO:                  State Agencies and Interested Parties
FROM:             Shana Kinsey-Carlsen
SUBJECT:        Request for Information/Comment: 5-Year National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing

Program for 2019-2024
DATE:              July 7, 2017
SAI#:             FL201707078057
 

 
 

mailto:Shana.Kinsey@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:sheidt@tcrpc.org
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DRAFT 
Subject to Modifications 


 
TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 


INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND REVIEW LOG 
 
TCRPC Number: 17-FL-07-01     SAI #FL201707078057 
 
Applicant: U.S. Department of Interior 
 
Project Description: Request for Information/Comment 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf Oil 


and Gas Leasing Program 
 
The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is 
requesting information and comments on the preparation of a new 5-year National Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2019-2024. The proposed program is 
intended to replace the 2017-2022 program which was approved on January 17, 2017.  


 
The OCS Lands Act requires that a 5-Year OCS Program be based on a comparative analysis of 
all oil and gas bearing regions.  Therefore, the BOEM is soliciting information and comments 
concerning all planning areas of the OCS, including those currently under congressional 
moratoria or withdrawn from leasing.  This does not mean that a lease sale(s) will be scheduled 
or held in these areas.  The three planning areas located offshore of Florida (see attached map) 
are:   
 


• the eastern Gulf of Mexico (most under congressional moratoria until June 30, 2022);  
• the Straits of Florida (not included in the current program); and  
• a portion of the South Atlantic.  


 
The request provides the opportunity for all parties to provide suggestions and information that 
should be considered in the development of the new program. Pursuant to the OCS Lands Act, 
information concerning the following has been requested: 


 
1. National energy needs for the period relevant to the new National OCS Program (i.e., 


2019 to 2024), in particular, the role of OCS oil and gas leasing and resulting 
exploration, development and production activities in achieving national energy policy 
goals; the economic, social, and environmental values of the renewable and 
nonrenewable resources contained in the OCS; and the potential impact of oil and gas 
exploration and development on other OCS resource values and the marine, coastal, 
and human environments; 
 


2. Existing information concerning geographical, geological, and ecological 
characteristics of the OCS planning areas, and near shore and coastal environments; 
 


3. Equitable sharing of developmental benefits and environmental risks among the various 
planning areas;  
 


4. Location of planning areas with respect to, and the relative needs of, regional and 
national energy markets;  
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5. Other uses of the sea and seabed, including commercial and recreational fisheries; 


navigation; military activities; existing or proposed sea lanes; potential sites of 
deepwater ports (including liquefied natural gas facilities); subsea cables; satellite 
launch activities; potential offshore wind, wave, current, or other alternative energy 
sites; and other anticipated uses of OCS resources and locations;  
 


6. Relative environmental sensitivity and marine productivity of the different planning 
areas and/or a specific section(s) of a given OCS planning area;  
 


7. Environmental and predictive information pertaining to offshore and coastal areas 
potentially affected by OCS oil and gas development including, but not limited to, 
socio-cultural and archaeological information; and  
 


8. Methods and procedures for assuring the receipt of fair market value for lands leased. 
 


A key aspect of implementing President Donald J. Trump’s America-First Offshore Energy 
Strategy is the initiation of a new National OCS Program development process, outlined in 
Executive Order (E.O.) 13795 of April 28, 2017; and Secretary Order 3350 of May 1, 2017, 
issued by Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) Ryan K. Zinke. Section 2 of 
E.O. 13795 states that it is United States policy to encourage energy exploration and production, 
including on the OCS, to maintain the nation’s global energy leadership and ‘‘foster energy 
security and resilience for the benefit of the American people, while ensuring that any such 
activity is safe and environmentally responsible.’’ Secretary Order 3350 calls for enhancing 
opportunities for energy exploration, leasing, and development of the OCS, establishing 
regulatory certainty for OCS activities, and enhancing conservation stewardship, thereby 
providing jobs, energy security, and revenue for the American people. As required by E.O. 
13795, DOI will cooperate, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, with the 
departments of Defense and Commerce.  
 
Data suggests that portions of the Atlantic OCS may contain significant oil and gas resource 
potential; however, current geological and geophysical (G&G) information is based on data 
collected in the 1970s and early 1980s. Tremendous advances in instrumentation and technology 
for the acquisition and analysis of G&G data have been made in the intervening decades. In 
recognition of these advances in G&G data acquisition technology and the need to better 
understand the scope of existing resources, on July 23, 2014 BOEM published a Record of 
Decision for the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Atlantic G&G activities, 
which established a path forward for G&G activities off the Mid- and South Atlantic coast. 
BOEM is currently evaluating several G&G permit applications. With the initiation of a new 
program development process and the renewed potential for a lease sale in the Atlantic region, 
BOEM may receive new G&G permit applications in the near future.  
 
Funding Agency: N/A 
 
Estimated Funding: N/A 
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Recommendations: If testing should lead to OCS oil and gas leasing and drilling in the South 
Atlantic, Eastern Gulf of Mexico, and the Florida Straits planning areas such actions would be 
inconsistent with Strategic Regional Policy Plan Strategy 9.1.1: Reduce the Region’s reliance on 
fossil fuels. Among other concerns, Council is concerned with the effects of offshore oil and gas 
exploration on the State’s ocean and estuarine water quality. Specifically, Florida’s major 
economic engine, the tourism industry, relies on clean waters and healthy beaches. The potential 
risk of oil spills, fires, and air pollution off Florida’s coasts creates uncertainty in the future 
viability of this industry. Previous accidents in the Gulf of Mexico have demonstrated the 
devastating effect on tourism from these events. The proposed project is also in conflict with 
Strategy 3.3.1: Maintain and improve existing features which are attributes to the attraction of 
tourists. Furthermore, the proposed project is in conflict with Regional Goal 6.4: Protection of 
beachfront and environmentally sensitive coastal and marine resources; and Regional Goal 6.5: 
Protection of estuarine resources.  


 
As an alternative to new offshore drilling projects, offshore wind energy and ocean current 
energy projects are needed to increase the proportion of electricity produced from renewable 
resources. The use of these renewable resources is preferred over the traditional burning of fossil 
fuels because they do not result in greenhouse gas emissions nor do they create the risk of 
accidents such as oil spills.  The prospect of sea level rise is of particular concern to the State of 
Florida because of its expansive coastline; low elevations and flat topography; shallow coastal 
wellfields; economic dependence of the tourism industry on beaches and coastal resources; and 
significant public and private investment in coastal areas. A continued effort to develop and 
commercially produce renewable energy in the State is a more sustainable strategy for the future 
welfare of the region.  


 
Included as part of this report are comments received from Martin County as part of the BOEM’s 
request for information.   


 
Agencies Contacted: All Indian River County Local Governments 
 All Martin County Local Governments  
 All St. Lucie County Local Governments 
 All Palm Beach County Local Governments 
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The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is requesting
information/comment as the first step in the preparation of a new five-year program National Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program (National OCS Program) for 2019-2024. 
Upon completion, the new National OCS Program will replace the National OCS Program for 2017-
2022, which was approved on January 17, 2017.  A copy of the Federal Register Notice request is
attached. 
 
The OCS Lands Act requires that a 5-Year National OCS Program be based on a comparative
analysis of all oil and gas bearing regions.  Therefore, the BOEM is soliciting information and
comment concerning all 26 OCS planning areas of the OCS, including those currently under
congressional moratoria or withdrawn from leasing.  The three planning areas located offshore
Florida (see map) are: 
 

the eastern Gulf of Mexico (most under congressional moratoria until June 30, 2022);
the Straits of Florida; and
a portion of the South Atlantic.  

 
The notice provides the opportunity for all parties to provide suggestions and information that should
be considered in the development of the program.  Pursuant to the OCS Lands Act, information
concerning the following has been requested:
 

1. National energy needs for the period 2019-2024 and the role of the OCS as part of a
comprehensive national energy policy.

2. Geographical, geological and ecological characteristics of the planning areas of the OCS and
nearshore and coastal environments.

3. Equitable sharing of developmental benefits and environmental risks among the planning
areas.

4. Other uses of the areas including fisheries, navigation, military, sealanes, potential sites of
deepwater ports, potential alternative energy (wind or wave) sites, and other uses of OCS
resources.

5. Environmental sensitivity and marine productivity of the planning areas.
6. Environmental and predictive information regarding offshore and coastal areas potentially

affected by OCS development (e.g. socio-cultural and archaeological).
7. Methods and procedures for assuring fair market value for lands leased.
8. Location of planning areas with respect to, and relative needs of regional and national energy

markets.
 
 
Comments should be addressed to the mailing or email address referenced herein and should be
received in our office by August 4, 2017.  If you have any questions, please contact me at
850-245-2185 or Shana.Kinsey@dep.state.fl.us.  Thank you for your assistance.

 
Shana
 

Shana Kinsey-Carlsen
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Florida Coastal Office
shana.kinsey@dep.state.fl.us
Office: 850.245.2185

mailto:Shana.Kinsey@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:shana.kinsey@dep.state.fl.us
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TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND REVIEW LOG 
 
TCRPC Number: 17-FL-07-01     SAI #FL201707078057 
 
Applicant: U.S. Department of Interior 
 
Project Description: Request for Information/Comment 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf Oil 

and Gas Leasing Program 
 
The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is 
requesting information and comments on the preparation of a new 5-year National Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2019-2024. The proposed program is 
intended to replace the 2017-2022 program which was approved on January 17, 2017.  

 
The OCS Lands Act requires that a 5-Year OCS Program be based on a comparative analysis of 
all oil and gas bearing regions.  Therefore, the BOEM is soliciting information and comments 
concerning all planning areas of the OCS, including those currently under congressional 
moratoria or withdrawn from leasing.  This does not mean that a lease sale(s) will be scheduled 
or held in these areas.  The three planning areas located offshore of Florida (see attached map) 
are:   
 

• the eastern Gulf of Mexico (most under congressional moratoria until June 30, 2022);  
• the Straits of Florida (not included in the current program); and  
• a portion of the South Atlantic.  

 
The request provides the opportunity for all parties to provide suggestions and information that 
should be considered in the development of the new program. Pursuant to the OCS Lands Act, 
information concerning the following has been requested: 

 
1. National energy needs for the period relevant to the new National OCS Program (i.e., 

2019 to 2024), in particular, the role of OCS oil and gas leasing and resulting 
exploration, development and production activities in achieving national energy policy 
goals; the economic, social, and environmental values of the renewable and 
nonrenewable resources contained in the OCS; and the potential impact of oil and gas 
exploration and development on other OCS resource values and the marine, coastal, 
and human environments; 
 

2. Existing information concerning geographical, geological, and ecological 
characteristics of the OCS planning areas, and near shore and coastal environments; 
 

3. Equitable sharing of developmental benefits and environmental risks among the various 
planning areas;  
 

4. Location of planning areas with respect to, and the relative needs of, regional and 
national energy markets;  
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5. Other uses of the sea and seabed, including commercial and recreational fisheries; 

navigation; military activities; existing or proposed sea lanes; potential sites of 
deepwater ports (including liquefied natural gas facilities); subsea cables; satellite 
launch activities; potential offshore wind, wave, current, or other alternative energy 
sites; and other anticipated uses of OCS resources and locations;  
 

6. Relative environmental sensitivity and marine productivity of the different planning 
areas and/or a specific section(s) of a given OCS planning area;  
 

7. Environmental and predictive information pertaining to offshore and coastal areas 
potentially affected by OCS oil and gas development including, but not limited to, 
socio-cultural and archaeological information; and  
 

8. Methods and procedures for assuring the receipt of fair market value for lands leased. 
 

A key aspect of implementing President Donald J. Trump’s America-First Offshore Energy 
Strategy is the initiation of a new National OCS Program development process, outlined in 
Executive Order (E.O.) 13795 of April 28, 2017; and Secretary Order 3350 of May 1, 2017, 
issued by Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) Ryan K. Zinke. Section 2 of 
E.O. 13795 states that it is United States policy to encourage energy exploration and production, 
including on the OCS, to maintain the nation’s global energy leadership and ‘‘foster energy 
security and resilience for the benefit of the American people, while ensuring that any such 
activity is safe and environmentally responsible.’’ Secretary Order 3350 calls for enhancing 
opportunities for energy exploration, leasing, and development of the OCS, establishing 
regulatory certainty for OCS activities, and enhancing conservation stewardship, thereby 
providing jobs, energy security, and revenue for the American people. As required by E.O. 
13795, DOI will cooperate, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, with the 
departments of Defense and Commerce.  
 
Data suggests that portions of the Atlantic OCS may contain significant oil and gas resource 
potential; however, current geological and geophysical (G&G) information is based on data 
collected in the 1970s and early 1980s. Tremendous advances in instrumentation and technology 
for the acquisition and analysis of G&G data have been made in the intervening decades. In 
recognition of these advances in G&G data acquisition technology and the need to better 
understand the scope of existing resources, on July 23, 2014 BOEM published a Record of 
Decision for the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Atlantic G&G activities, 
which established a path forward for G&G activities off the Mid- and South Atlantic coast. 
BOEM is currently evaluating several G&G permit applications. With the initiation of a new 
program development process and the renewed potential for a lease sale in the Atlantic region, 
BOEM may receive new G&G permit applications in the near future.  
 
Funding Agency: N/A 
 
Estimated Funding: N/A 
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Recommendations: If testing should lead to OCS oil and gas leasing and drilling in the South 
Atlantic, Eastern Gulf of Mexico, and the Florida Straits planning areas such actions would be 
inconsistent with Strategic Regional Policy Plan Strategy 9.1.1: Reduce the Region’s reliance on 
fossil fuels. Among other concerns, Council is concerned with the effects of offshore oil and gas 
exploration on the State’s ocean and estuarine water quality. Specifically, Florida’s major 
economic engine, the tourism industry, relies on clean waters and healthy beaches. The potential 
risk of oil spills, fires, and air pollution off Florida’s coasts creates uncertainty in the future 
viability of this industry. Previous accidents in the Gulf of Mexico have demonstrated the 
devastating effect on tourism from these events. The proposed project is also in conflict with 
Strategy 3.3.1: Maintain and improve existing features which are attributes to the attraction of 
tourists. Furthermore, the proposed project is in conflict with Regional Goal 6.4: Protection of 
beachfront and environmentally sensitive coastal and marine resources; and Regional Goal 6.5: 
Protection of estuarine resources.  

 
As an alternative to new offshore drilling projects, offshore wind energy and ocean current 
energy projects are needed to increase the proportion of electricity produced from renewable 
resources. The use of these renewable resources is preferred over the traditional burning of fossil 
fuels because they do not result in greenhouse gas emissions nor do they create the risk of 
accidents such as oil spills.  The prospect of sea level rise is of particular concern to the State of 
Florida because of its expansive coastline; low elevations and flat topography; shallow coastal 
wellfields; economic dependence of the tourism industry on beaches and coastal resources; and 
significant public and private investment in coastal areas. A continued effort to develop and 
commercially produce renewable energy in the State is a more sustainable strategy for the future 
welfare of the region.  

 
Included as part of this report are comments received from Martin County as part of the BOEM’s 
request for information.   

 
Agencies Contacted: All Indian River County Local Governments 
 All Martin County Local Governments  
 All St. Lucie County Local Governments 
 All Palm Beach County Local Governments 
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