April 11, 2016

Director Abigail Ross Hopper, Esq.
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

SENT VIA EMAIL AND MAIL

Dear Director Hopper,

On behalf of the signed organizations, we thank you for your leadership in protecting our beaches and
way of life from offshore drilling.

The Southeast coast is one of the most environmentally vulnerable and valuable regions of the country.
Dozens of national wildlife refuges, marine protected areas, and national seashores and beaches are
located along the coast. Hundreds of unique wildlife species that require healthy beaches and clean
ocean water to live and flourish would be adversely affected by a spill.

This was an important decision, and coastal residents made sure their voices were heard. Over 1,800
citizens attended public hearings up and down the Atlantic Coast, turning out in record numbers. More
than 100 towns, cities, and communities along the Atlantic Coast passed resolutions against offshore
drilling and seismic testing in response to the Draft Proposed 5 Year OCS Plan last year; and over 1,000
business sent letters directed to the Obama Administration, citing the threats offshore drilling would
pose to their livelihoods if allowed. We appreciate your agency's thoughtful outreach through its dozens
of fact finding trips to our communities to listen to those most impacted from potential drilling. We
thank you for your diligence, and time spent with those community leaders listening to their concerns.

With the removal of the Mid and South Atlantic from the Proposed 5 Year OCS Plan, our coasts are
breathing a sigh of relief. Thank you again for heeding the concerns of the people by protecting our
coasts from drilling. We look forward to working with you and the rest of your staff, with the continued
goal of preserving our beautiful coasts for future generations.

Sincerely,



David Kyler
Center for a Sustainable Coast
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522

Jaclyn Lopez
Center for Biological Diversity
St. Petersburg, FL 33731

Cindy Zipf
Clean Ocean Action
Highlands, NJ 07732

Lora Sharkey
Coastal Water Watch
Southport, NC 28461

Ann Timberlake
Conservation Voters of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29201

Larry Baldwin
Crystal Coast Waterkeeper
Morehead City, NC 28557

Anupa Asokan
DC Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation
Washington, DC 20036

Alice Morrisey
Don't Drill SC Lowcountry
Sullivans Island, SC 29482

Margie Alt
Environment America
Washington, DC 20003

Jennifer Rubiello
Environment Florida
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Jennette Gayer
Environment Georgia
Decatur, GA 30030

Doug O'Malley
Environment New Jersey
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Liz Kazal
Environment North Carolina
Raleigh, NC 27601

Sarah Bucci
Environment Virginia
Richmond, VA 23219

Michael Regan
Environmental Defense Fund
Raleigh, NC 27607

Dede Shelton
Hands Across the Sand
Meridian, 1D 83642

David Egan
Initiative to Protect Jekyll Island
Jekyll Island, GA 31527

Alex Taurel
League of Conservation Voters
Washington, DC 20036

Karla Raettig
Maryland League of Conservation Voters
Annapolis, MD 21401

Neil A. Armingeon
Matanzas Riverkeeper
St. Augustine, FL



Katie Todd
NC League of Conservation Voters
Raleigh, NC 27601

Ed Potosnak
New Jersey League of Conservation Voters
Trenton, NJ 08607-1237

Todd Miller
North Carolina Coastal Federation
Newport, NC 28570

Brian Busby
North Carolina Conservation Network
Raleigh, NC 27601

Tim Gestwicki/CEO
North Carolina Wildlife Federation
Charlotte, NC 28205

Michael Stocker
Ocean Conservation Research
Lagunitas, CA 94938

Nancy Pyne
Oceana
Washington, DC 20036

Erin Handy
Oceana (Florida)
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

Caroline Wood
Oceana (Mid-Atlantic)
Washington, DC 20009

Samantha Siegel
Oceana (Southeast)
Charleston, SC 29407

Randy Sturgill
Oceana (Southeast)
Southport, NC 28461

Emily Markesteyn
Ogeechee Riverkeeper
Savannah, GA 31416

Alice Keyes
One Hundred Miles
Brunswick, GA 31520

Mary Hamilton
SandyHook SeaL.ife Foundation
Medford, NJ 8055

Hamilton Davis
SC Coastal Conservation League
Charleston, SC 29401

Athan Manuel
Sierra Club
Washington D.C., DC 20001

Molly Diggins
Sierra Club North Carolina Chapter
Raleigh, NC 27601

Eileen Levandoski
Sierra Club Virginia Chapter
Norfolk, VA 23505

Dr. Jim Watkins
SODA
Pawleys Island, SC 29585

Harrison Marks
Sound Rivers
Washington, NC 27889



Ben Gregg
South Caroline Wildlife Federation
Columbia, SC 29205

Chris Carnevale
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
Charleston, SC 29422

Sierra Weaver
Southern Environmental Law Center
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Pete Stauffer
Surfrider Foundation
San Clemente, CA 92674

Laura Wood Habr
Virginia Beach Restaurant Association
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Michael Town
Virginia League of Conservation Voters
Richmond, VA 23220

Betsy Nicholas
Waterkeepers Chesapeake
Takoma Park, MD 20913-1075

Regina Asmutis-Silvia
Whale and Dolphin Conservation
Plymouth, MA 02360



