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December	
  13,	
  2016	
  
	
  
President	
  Barack	
  Obama	
  
The	
  White	
  House	
  
1600	
  Pennsylvania	
  Avenue	
  NW	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20500	
  
	
  
	
  

Dear	
  President	
  Obama,	
  
	
  
The	
  incoming	
  Trump	
  Administration	
  appears	
  increasingly	
  prepared	
  to	
  roll	
  back	
  efforts	
  to	
  limit	
  greenhouse	
  
gas	
  emissions	
  and	
  to	
  promote	
  fossil	
  fuel	
  production,	
  which	
  likely	
  will	
  include	
  an	
  aggressive	
  push	
  to	
  expand	
  
offshore	
  drilling.	
  We	
  respectfully	
  request	
  that	
  you	
  invoke	
  your	
  authority	
  under	
  the	
  Outer	
  Continental	
  Shelf	
  
Lands	
  Act	
  to	
  impede	
  these	
  efforts.	
  
	
  
Please	
   stop	
   any	
   new	
   offshore	
   drilling	
   leasing	
   in	
   the	
   Pacific,	
   Atlantic,	
   and	
   Arctic	
   Oceans,	
   and	
   the	
   Gulf	
   of	
  
Mexico.	
   This	
   is	
   your	
   last	
   chance	
   as	
   President	
   to	
   stand	
   up	
   to	
   Big	
   Oil	
   and	
   protect	
   the	
   oceans,	
   coasts,	
   and	
  
communities	
  that	
  rely	
  on	
  these	
  precious	
  resources.	
  The	
  oil	
  and	
  gas	
  industry	
  has	
  shown	
  time	
  and	
  again	
  that	
  
it	
   is	
   unwilling	
   or	
   unable	
   to	
   avoid	
   devastating	
   spills.	
   Even	
   seismic	
   airgun	
   blasting,	
   the	
   process	
   to	
   locate	
  
offshore	
  oil	
  and	
  gas	
  deposits,	
  is	
  extremely	
  disruptive	
  and	
  dangerous	
  to	
  marine	
  life.	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  is	
  no	
  evidence	
  that	
  tapping	
  offshore	
  oil	
  and	
  gas	
  deposits	
   is	
  necessary	
  to	
  meet	
  our	
  domestic	
  energy	
  
needs.	
   Expanded	
   offshore	
   drilling	
  will	
   only	
   benefit	
   the	
   profits	
   of	
   oil	
   companies.	
  Meanwhile,	
   our	
   already	
  
damaged	
  ocean	
  ecosystems,	
  our	
  coastal	
  communities,	
  and	
  our	
  global	
  climate	
  will	
  pay	
  a	
  heavy	
  price.	
  	
  
	
  
If	
   we	
   allow	
   further	
   offshore	
   leasing,	
   we	
   will	
   lock	
   the	
   United	
   States	
   into	
   expanding	
   our	
   fossil	
   fuel	
  
infrastructure	
  and	
  our	
  reliance	
  on	
  fossil	
  fuels	
  for	
  many	
  years.	
  Exploiting	
  these	
  reserves	
  would	
  release	
  up	
  to	
  
61.5	
   gigatons	
   of	
   carbon	
   dioxide.	
   For	
   the	
   sake	
   of	
   the	
   planet’s	
   climate,	
   we	
   need	
   to	
   completely	
   stop	
   the	
  
expansion	
   of	
   offshore	
   drilling.	
   The	
   challenge	
   of	
   climate	
   change	
   demands	
   bold	
   action	
   from	
   our	
   leaders,	
  
especially	
   now	
   that	
   the	
   stakes	
   are	
   raised	
   even	
  higher.	
   Please	
   act	
   now	
   to	
   protect	
   our	
   oceans,	
   coasts,	
   and	
  
global	
  climate.	
  	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
Marc	
  Yaggi	
  
Executive	
  Director	
  	
  
Waterkeeper	
  Alliance	
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Cindy	
  Medina	
   	
  
Alamosa	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Alamosa	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Jen	
  Hilburn	
   	
  
Riverkeeper	
  &	
  Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Altamaha	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Kathy	
  Phillips	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director/	
  Assateague	
  COASTKEEPER	
  
Assateague	
  Coastal	
  Trust	
  
	
  
Dean	
  Wilson	
   	
  
Basinkeeper	
  
Atchafalaya	
  Basinkeeper	
  
	
  
Heather	
  Cantino	
   	
  
Steering	
  Committee	
  Chair	
   	
  
Athens	
  County	
  Fracking	
  Action	
  Network	
  
	
  
Rae	
  Schnapp	
   	
  
Wabash	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Banks	
  of	
  the	
  Wabash,	
  Inc	
  
	
  
Nelson	
  Brooke	
  	
  
Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Black	
  Warrior	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Myra	
  Crawford	
  	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Cahaba	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Miyoko	
  Sakashita	
   	
  
Oceans	
  Program	
  Director	
   	
  
Center	
  for	
  Biological	
  Diversity	
  
	
  
David	
  Kyler	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Center	
  for	
  a	
  Sustainable	
  Coast	
  
	
  
Michael	
  Mullen	
  	
  
Riverkeeper	
  	
   	
  
Choctawhatchee	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
	
  

Justinn	
  Overton	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Coosa	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Larry	
  Baldwin	
   	
  
Crystal	
  Coast	
  Waterkeeper	
   	
  
Crystal	
  Coast	
  Waterkeeper	
  
	
  
Michael	
  Caruso	
  	
  
Vice	
  Chair	
   	
  
D.C.	
  Chapter	
  of	
  the	
  Surfrider	
  Foundation	
  
	
  
Laurie	
  Murphy	
  	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Emerald	
  Coastkeeper,	
  Inc.	
  
	
  
Doug	
  O'Malley	
   	
  
Director	
   	
  
Environment	
  New	
  Jersey	
  
	
  
Steve	
  Box	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Environmental	
  Stewardship	
  
	
  
Ivy	
  L.	
  Frignoca	
  	
  
Casco	
  Baykeeper	
   	
  
Friends	
  of	
  Casco	
  Bay	
  
	
  
John	
  L.	
  Wathen	
  	
  
Hurricane	
  Creekkeeper	
   	
  
Friends	
  of	
  Hurricane	
  Creek	
  
	
  
Maura	
  Clare	
   	
  
Development	
  Director	
   	
  
Great	
  Plains	
  Waterkeeper	
  Network	
  	
  
	
  
Mary	
  Sweeters	
  	
  
Campaigner	
   	
  
Greenpeace	
  USA	
  
	
  
Dede	
  Shelton	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
  	
   	
  
Hands	
  Across	
  the	
  Sand	
  /	
  Land	
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Timothy	
  Gray	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director/	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Housatonic	
  River	
  Initiative	
  
	
  
Jennifer	
  Kalt	
   	
  
Director	
   	
  
Humboldt	
  Baykeeper	
  
	
  
Adrienne	
  Cronebaugh	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Kootenai	
  Environmental	
  Alliance	
  
	
  
John	
  Weisheit	
   	
  
Colorado	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Living	
  Rivers	
  
	
  
Neil	
  Armingeon	
   	
  
Matanzas	
  Riverkeeper	
  	
  
Matanzas	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Carol	
  Parenzan	
  
Middle	
  Susquehanna	
  Riverkeeper	
  	
   	
  
Middle	
  Susquehanna	
  Riverkeeper	
  Association,	
  
Inc.	
  
	
  
Cheryl	
  Nenn	
   	
  
Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Milwaukee	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Emily	
  Markesteyn	
  Kurilla	
   	
  
Ogeechee	
  Riverkeeper	
  and	
  Executive	
  Director	
  	
  
Ogeechee	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
W.Y.	
  Shugart	
  IV	
   	
  
Little	
  River	
  Waterkeeper	
   	
  
One	
  World	
  Adventure	
  
	
  
Garry	
  Brown	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
  
Orange	
  County	
  Coastkeeper	
  &	
  Inland	
  Empire	
  
Waterkeeper	
  
	
  
Kate	
  McLaughlin	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Prince	
  William	
  Soundkeeper	
  

Arthur	
  W.	
  Norris	
   	
  
Quad	
  Cities	
  Waterkeeper	
   	
  
Quad	
  Cities	
  Waterkeeper	
  INC.	
  
	
  
Bill	
  Schultz	
   	
  
Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Raritan	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Lee	
  First	
   	
  
North	
  Sound	
  Baykeeper	
   	
  
RE	
  Sources	
  for	
  Sustainable	
  Communities	
  
	
  
Paul	
  Gallay	
   	
  
President	
  and	
  Hudson	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Matt	
  O'Malley	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
San	
  Diego	
  Coastkeeper	
  
	
  
Sejal	
  Choksi-­‐Chugh	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
San	
  Francisco	
  Baykeeper	
  
	
  
Mary	
  M.	
  Hamilton	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
SandyHook	
  SeaLife	
  Foundation	
  	
  
	
  
Rachael	
  Thompson	
   	
  
Watershed	
  Outreach	
  Coordinator	
   	
  
Satilla	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Joseph	
  M	
  Campbell	
   	
  
President	
   	
  
Seneca	
  Lake	
  Guardian,	
  A	
  Waterkeeper	
  Affiliate	
  
	
  
F.S.	
  "Buck"	
  Ryan	
  	
  
Executive	
  Director,	
  Riverkeeper	
  
Snake	
  River	
  Waterkeeper	
  
	
  
Matthew	
  Starr	
   	
  
Upper	
  Neuse	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Sound	
  Rivers	
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Steve	
  Gilbert	
   	
  
Senior	
  Biologist	
   	
  
South	
  Carolina	
  Wildlife	
  Federation	
  
	
  
Chris	
  Carnevale	
   	
  
Coastal	
  Climate	
  &	
  Energy	
  Manager	
   	
  
Southern	
  Alliance	
  for	
  Clean	
  Energy	
  
	
  
Jerry	
  White,	
  Jr.	
  	
  
Spokane	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Spokane	
  Riverkeeper,	
  Center	
  for	
  Justice	
  
	
  
Rick	
  Frey	
   	
  
St.	
  Marys	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
St.	
  Marys	
  Riverkeeper,	
  Inc	
  
	
  
Lisa	
  Rinaman	
  	
   	
  
Riverkeeper	
   	
  
St.	
  Johns	
  Riverkeeper	
  
	
  
Roberta	
  Avila	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Steps	
  Coalition	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Justin	
  Bloom	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Suncoast	
  Waterkeeper	
  
	
  
Clay	
  Davidson	
   	
  
Government	
  Affairs	
  Coordinator	
   	
  
Surfrider	
  Foundation	
  Georgia	
  Chapter	
  
	
  
Betsy	
  Nicholas	
  	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Waterkeepers	
  Chesapeake	
  
	
  
Emma	
  Boyer	
   	
  
Waccamaw	
  Riverkeeper	
   	
  
Winyah	
  Rivers	
  Foundation	
  
	
  
Regina	
  Asmutis-­‐Silvia	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Whale	
  and	
  Dolphin	
  Conservation	
  
	
  
Chauncey	
  J.	
  Moran	
   	
  
Board	
  Chairman	
   	
  
Yellow	
  Dog	
  Watershed	
  Preserve	
  
	
  
Caleb	
  Dardick	
   	
  
Executive	
  Director	
   	
  
Yuba	
  River	
  Waterkeeper

	
  
	
  
 
 
 


