
Tillamook Head to Cape Falcon
  1. TILLAMOOK HEAD Rocky headland, invertebrates, fish, seabirds, marine mammals

  2. CAPE FALCON Seabirds, seals and sea lions, sandy seafloor habitat with sea whips 

Cape Meares to Cape Kiwanda
  3. CAPE MEARES Rocky headland, seabirds, diverse invertebrates

  4. THREE ARCH ROCKS Oregon’s largest tufted puffin colony and major common 
        murre colony, Steller sea lion pupping site, rocky reefs, invertebrates

  5. CAPE LOOKOUT Kelp forest, seabirds, marine mammals, larval retention area 

  6. CAPE KIWANDA Intertidal invertebrates, seabirds, rocky reef

Cascade Head to Seal Rock
  7. CASCADE HEAD Large, diverse seabird colonies, marine mammal haulouts

  8. NELSCOTT AND SILETZ REEFS Extensive deep and shallow rocky reefs, fish, 
        invertebrates

  9. BOILER BAY AND BOILER RIDGE REEF Large rocky reef, harbor seal pupping area,
        fish, invertebrates

10. CAPE FOULWEATHER TO OTTER ROCK Largest kelp forest north of Cape Arago,
        rocky reefs, seabird colonies, marine mammals

11. YAQUINA HEAD Important seabird nesting area 

12. SEAL ROCK Complex rocky reef, marine mammals, fish, invertebrates 

Cape Perpetua to Heceta Head
13. CAPE PERPETUA Rocky headland with diverse intertidal communities, offshore 
        rocky reef complex with high fish diversity

14. HECETA HEAD Seabird colonies, marine mammals 

Siltcoos to Tenmile Creek
15. SILTCOOS & TAHKENITCH Coastal coho salmon, gray whales, seabird feeding
 area, snowy plover critical habitat

16. THE UMPQUA TO TEN MILE CREEK Similar features to Siltcoos and Tahkenitch

Cape Arago to Coquille Reef
17. CAPE ARAGO Extensive kelp forests, subtidal rocky reefs, fish, invertebrates, 
        major sea lion and seal colonies/ resting area at Shell Island, including Oregon’s 
        only breeding colony of northern elephant seals, rare sea otter sightings

18. SEVEN DEVILS/FIVE MILE POINT Rocky intertidal, deep rocky reef

19. COQUILLE REEF Rocky reef, fish, invertebrates, marine mammals, major seabird 
        colonies at Coquille Point

Cape Blanco and the Orford Reef Complex
20. BLACKLOCK POINT Kelp, marine mammals, rocky reef, seabirds

21. BLANCO REEF Seals and sea lions use offshore islands, seabirds, rocky reef, kelp
        forest

22. ORFORD REEF Major seabird colonies, Steller sea lion breeding area, extensive 
        rocky reef habitat, kelp forests 

23. REDFISH ROCKS Large nearshore rocky reef, kelp forest, seabird colonies

24. HUMBUG MOUNTAIN Productive intertidal habitat, fish, invertebrates, kelp
        forests, marine mammals

25. SISTER’S ROCKS Seabird colonies, harbor seal haulout, kelp, intertidal 
        invertebrates

Rogue Reef  to Cape Sebastian
26. ROGUE REEF Large reef habitat, Steller sea lion critical habitat, fish, invertebrates, 
        large common murre seabird colony

27. CAPE SEBASTIAN Storm petrels, tufted puffins and other seabirds, kelp, rocky 
        intertidal

Crook Point to Harris Beach
28. CROOK POINT AND MACK REEF Important seabird area, kelp forest, rocky reef, 
        fish, invertebrates

29. WHALEHEAD Auklets, puffins, storm petrels and other seabirds, marine mammals, 
        kelp, rocky reef

30. CAPE FERRELO Seabird colonies, marine mammals, kelp forest, invertebrates

31. GOAT ISLAND Eleven species of nesting seabirds, harbor seals, kelp forest
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Blood sea star

Black oystercatcher,  Steve Holt
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important
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       The Pacifi c Ocean off Oregon
is one of the richest temperate marine ecosystems in the world.  Along Oregon’s 360 mile stretch 

of coastline are 22 major estuaries, long sandy beaches, rocky headlands, more than 1,400 rocky 

outcrops and islands, and a phenomenal diversity of life.

Oregon’s waters are a critical stop on the migratory route of more than 20,000 gray whales traveling 

between the Arctic and Baja California. Roughly 200 gray whales stay to feed off Oregon during the 

summer.  Thirteen species of seabirds, making up over a million birds in total, nest and breed on the 

coastal rocks and cliffs.  Below the surface are hundreds of species of fi sh such as salmon, rockfi shes, 

and smelts, and invertebrates such as anemones, crabs and sea stars, that make the rocky reefs, 

kelp forests and deep ocean waters their home.

Oregon’s coastal and ocean ecosystems face a range of pressures including climate change, habitat 

destruction, over-exploitation, invasive species and pollution.  Now Oregon is working to establish 

a system of protected areas, including marine reserves, for the special habitats and marine life that 

make up our ocean ecosystem.  As part of this process, Oceana scientists evaluated fi sh, seabird and 

marine mammal habitats to identify 31 Important Ecological Areas.

Kids on the beach, Ben Nieves

Ochre sea star & purple sea urchins, Steve Holt
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We invite you to join us for a 

journey along the Oregon coast 

past 31 Important Ecological 

Areas. These are Oregon’s ocean 

treasures. They are essential to 

our dynamic coastal and ocean 

            ecosystems, to the people 

              living on the coast, and 

                  all Oregonians who 

                  come to visit, recreate 

                      and explore along 

                      Oregon’s ocean. 

                       Together we can 

                      protect and preserve 

                     these precious ocean  

                   habitats, for this and 

                       future generations 

                       to know and enjoy.  

Black rockfi sh seeking refuge
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Portland
   4189 SE Division Street
   Portland, OR 97202
   (503) 235-0278

Juneau
   175 South Franklin Street, Suite 418
   Juneau,  AK 99801 
   (907) 586-4050

Anchorage
   704 W Second Ave, Suite B
   Anchorage  AK 99501 
   (907) 272-0125

Monterey
   99 Pacifi c Street, Suite 155-C
   Monterey, CA 93940 
   (831) 643-9267

World Headquarters
   1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, 5th Floor
   Washington, DC 20036
   (202) 833-3900

www.oceana.org 
e-mail: pacifi c@oceana.org
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