
ARE U.S. SHARK STOCKS IN TROUBLE?
LESS THAN ONE THIRD OF STOCKS OR STOCK COMPLEXES ARE NOT 

OVERFISHED AND NOT EXPERIENCING OVERFISHING

5 STOCKS OR STOCK 
COMPLEXES HAVE 

MIXED STATUS

14.7%

6 STOCKS OR STOCK 
COMPLEXES ARE OVERFISHED 

AND EXPERIENCING 
OVERFISHING 

17.6%

DEFINITIONS

OVERFISHING: The population is 
caught at a faster rate than it can 
reproduce¹

OVERFISHED: The population 
is too small to recover to 
sustainable levels without 
intervention2 

STOCK OR STOCK COMPLEX: A stock is a species, subspecies, 
geographical grouping or category of fish managed as a 
unit (e.g. Atlantic blacktip sharks); a complex is a group of 
stocks (e.g. Atlantic Large Coastal Shark Complex includes 
8 shark stocks)

Under federal law, U.S. fisheries are required to use 
science-based catch limits to prevent overfishing and 
rebuild overfished stocks. To do this, we need to know 
how many fish are in the water and how many are 
caught, sharks included. Unfortunately, we lack this key 
information for many shark stocks in the U.S. 

ACCORDING TO THE US GOVERNMENT, THERE ARE 
34 SHARK STOCKS OR STOCK COMPLEXES LISTED 
IN U.S. WATERS.3 OF THOSE 34, LESS THAN ONE 
THIRD OF THEM ARE NOT OVERFISHED AND NOT 
EXPERIENCING OVERFISHING. 

BACKGROUND

11 STOCKS OR STOCK COMPLEXES 
ARE NOT OVERFISHED AND NOT 

EXPERIENCING OVERFISHING

32.4%

The U.S. government allows fishing on many stocks 
with an unknown status.

12 STOCKS OR STOCK COMPLEXES 
HAVE “UNKNOWN” OVERFISHED 

AND OVERFISHING STOCK STATUS

35.3%

Because shark stocks are often grouped in 
complexes, we lack key information on individual 
stocks, like how many sharks are in the water and 
how fishing is impacting them.

In order to get the full picture of the status of all 
U.S. shark stocks, we must know the overfished and 
overfishing status for each stock.



*Boxes within the chart represent species belonging to the same stock complex.

Note: Data based on NOAA Report to Congress: Status of United States Shark Fisheries. 2020 Available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/nmfs-shark-stock-assessment/d633b625-4961-4ee2-a50d-83f7f16a3908/

1 Pew Fact Sheet available at http://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/assets/2017/07/usoc_us_has_made_progress_in_restoring_ocean_fish.pdf 
² NOAA Status of U.S. Fisheries available at https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/population-assessments/status-us-fisheries#status-determinations
³ NOAA Report to Congress: Status of United States Shark Fisheries. 2020 Available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/nmfs-shark-stock-assessment/d633b625-4961-4ee2-a50d-83f7f16a3908/ 
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